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THE 


PREFACE. 
$1 my Eye the other day upon a Pamphlet 
Entitled, MCHArD BArters 4-/re- 7 Dr. 


Edward Stillingfleets Charge of Separation, &c. I could 


not but take notice of theſe Paſſages in the Preface. 
What the meer Nonconformiſts of this Age deſired for 
Concord aud Reformation, as to the Old Litargy, and Con- 
formity, is beſt known by their Common Propoſals 1660. 
All the Miniſters of London being by Mr. Calamy, Mr. 
Aſh, ard Dr. Reynolds zzvited to Syon Colledge, free!y 
to give their Tudgments;, who offered nothing for Church- 
Goverament but Biſhop Uſhers Primitive Form, and 1no- 
thing for Worſhip, but the Reforming of the Liturgy, and 
the Free uſe of Additional Forms ; Their Exceptions again 
Paſſages in the Liturgy being not thought abſolutely LA A 


' ryto Communion. Audit muſt be remember'd that they 
offer dither; Firſt,a Defence of thoſe Exceptions. Secondly,a 
| Reformed Liturgy, or Additions, Thirdly, a Petition for 


| Peace, and preventing Schiſm, to the Biſhops, which they 


' never anſwered to this day that we know of, And in the 
next Page he refers himſelf to the ſaid UNAN- 


SWERED T77:1uines of 1561, 
A body might refreſh Mr. B:xters Memory with ſe- 


 veral Inſtances of Remarks upon That Tranſaction 


| ButT ſhall only concern my ſelf in the Revival of ſome 


| Notes of my own, which were publiſh'd upon that 
2} Subje&, and Occaſion, bearing Date Nov. 14. 1661. 
! and which have paſt to this day without any Reply. 
1 The Main Caule is Lodg'd in better hands ; but in the 
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The Preface. 


mean time, the Reprinting of that Pamphlet will in 
ſome meaſure lay open the Unquiet Humour of that 
Party, and the weakneſle of their Pretenſions, even 
in the matter whereupon Mr. Baxter ſeems to lay ſo 
7ery great a Strefſe. I ſhall do my ſelf ſome Right al- 
io ina 7hird Impreſſion of it, by ſhewing the World 
that my Opinion of this ſort of People was the ſame in 
1661. that it is now in 1680. and founded upon the 
ſame Grounds too ; without any deſign of frraigning 
King, Lords, and Commons, in the Eerediing of the 
Kings Evidence ; or of Transforming a Popiſh Plox into a 
Presbyterian, by Anticipation. 

In this Edition I ſhall eaſe the Reader, in the dil- 
charge of ſeverall digreſſions and ſuperfluities, which 
how neceſſary ſoever upon the firſt Publication, 
would be now wholly forreign to the buſineſs in Que- 
ſtion ; as being more accommodate to the Seaſon, then 
to the Argument. 


g nw” NN NITERE 


TO THE 


The PUBLISHERS, and Abettours 
of a PAMPHLET, Entituled, 


eA PETITION for Peace, &c. 


Gentlemen, 


| Hat you may not glory either in your Cauſe, or Fortune, 
| you are here condenn'd te ſuffer Publique Shame by a weak, 


hand ; yet ſo, as not to make Me proud of the (onqueſt ;, for 
: ye fight againſt your ſelves, and fall by your own Weapons - 
Which us the certain'Fate of all your Strivings againſt the Right of 
Biſhops. The Libertzes you challenge from the Government muſt be 
allow'd again by You tothe People : and what becomes of your Holy 


Diſcipline thez ? Thus are yeBroken upon your own Wheel,. 


and your Selves caſt into the Pit ye Digg'd for Others. 

The well-weighing of This (nſequence twenty years ago, might 
' bave ſav'd agreat deal of Sin, and Treaſure : it may prevent the 
ſame again, ( for ought I know ) even at This Inſtant, duly to conſider 


it : for to deal freely, Gentlemen, you are now Re-entred upon that 
; _ path that leads from Heaven to Hell, from Conſcience to-- 


Diſobedience : from the Reforming Pulpit'zo the Kings Scattold. 


How ſhall I reconcile the Reverence that I bear your Character, with 


the juſb Indignation due to your Actings ? 
You have of late Publiſh'd a Book Thuscalled; 


A PETITION for PE ACE, with the Re- 
formation of the ZLFT U RG 7, &c. 


Tour Petition appears fortified with Twenty Reaſons, which 7 
muſt takg a Freedome to reply upon, and make a little bold too with 
Jour 


| PRESBYTERIAN DIVINES., 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


your Liturgy - ſubmitting the Reaſon of All, to the Fudgment of the 
Indifferent World ; and to your ſelves my Dedication. 

Your Writings are like the Peſtilence that walketh by Night, 
and the Plague that deſtroyeth at Noon-day. They ſteal out, and 
diſperſe themſelves in the dark, but the «Malice of their Operati- 
on 75 Publique. 

Many unſeemly Circumſtances there are in the menage of this your 
Pamphlet, which I refer to their proper Notes : but ſince you pleai 


the Kings Authority for what ye did ; it will behove me in the firſt * 


place to clear that point ;, and no way better then from the very Words 
of is Majeſty's Commillion ; drefting, | 

To adviſe, conſult upon, and about, the Book of Common- 
Prayer, and the ſeveral objections and exceptions, which ſhall 
now be raifed againſt ihe ſame, and( ifoccaſion be ) to make 
{tuch reaſonable and neceſſary alterati;ns, corrections, and amend- 
mentstherein, as by and between yon, the 1aid Arch-Biſhop, 
Biſhops, Doctours, and Perſons hereby required and authori- 
zed to meet and adviſe as aforeſaid, ſhall be azreed upon to be 
necdful and expedient, for the giving Satisfaction to tender 
Conſciences, and the reſtoring and continuance of peace and u- 
nity in the Churches under our protection and Government. 

How far Your Liberties agree with Theſe Limitations, be you 
your ſelves the Judges. 


You kaow we have had a Long and Bloody War, Gentlemen + and 
the ſame eAtions which on the Legal fide, were Duty, Piety, and 
Juſtice, were iz the Adverſe Party, 9 other then Rapine, Mur- 
ther, andRebellion. Theſe Crimes call for Repentance, and ei- 
ther Chriſtianity zs but a ſtory, or it concerns thoſe People that have 
This Load upon their Conſciences, frankly, and ſeafonably ro dif- 
charge themſelves. 

World not a Searching Sermon mow and then upon this Subject; 
ds as much good as a Diſcourſe of humane Impolitions ? 'T75 net an 
AX of Pardon, and Oblivion, will bring Them «ff, at the great 
day. that have theſe Horrours unaccomptcd for. eAs Publique 
Miniſters, Kings may remit Publique Offences : ard forgive 
Thoſe who cannot yet forgive Themſelves. The Royal Power 
extends but to the Law not to the Coiuumence. They ſhall not Dye for 
That which yet they may be Damn'd j. AA 47 that Robs 4 
Church may ſcape the Wheel, and yet the Sacriled®2 cleave to his 
Fingers. Is fine; Monarchs may diſpenſe with therr own Las, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


and interpoſe betwixt the Gibbet, and the Offender ; but betwixt 
Sin and Vengeance; Guilt, and the dreadfull ſtroke of Divine Ju- 
ſtice z there's but one Mediator : before whoſe Majeſty Kings are 
but animated Shadows, and all the aazling Glories of this World, 
a Black, Obſcurity. Tz ſhort ; he that has made his Peace with the 
Law and not with his own Soul : on Earth, and not in Heaven, has 
done the leaſt part of his buſineſs. Yorare now crying up Thoſe Peo- 
& ple for the Godly Party, whoſe wretched Souls were by the Magick 
of your Covenant-Holyneſs charn'd z»to Diſobedience. TYore 
Scrupulizing now again aboxt the Lawfulneſs of Ceremonies : but 
not a word touching the Unlawfulneſs of che War. That very 
point betrays you ; for it looks as if you would have the people ſtill be- 
| lieve the Cauſe was good, and that upon the ſame preſumption of aiz 
Imaginary Superſtition, they may tread cver the ſame Steps again. 
Tell them how il they did to fight againſt the King : ( if you belicye 
| "twas ill done) preſs their Repentance and bewayl Publiquely your 
own Engagements in that ſinfull Quarrel : for otherwiſe You be» 
tray the Souls ye plead for, into a final hardneſs ; ito an Obſti- 
nate, and Impenitent Security. 
| This #5 fo undeniably your Duty, ( unleſs you ſtill advere to your 
\ firſt Cauſe, ) that there's no Shifting : ſo that the Tryall of your 11- 
tegrity depends upon this Iſſue : If you be truly Loyal, and Repen- 
tant, where-ever you have Preach'd diſobedience, you will Recant 
it : however your Confeſſion m»ft be as Publique as your Sin. With- 
, out This clearneſs all your Talkof Conſcience weighs not a Nur-ſh2ll. 
As to This Petition of Yours, with the Appertincaces, there are 
ſome thouſands of them thrown like Fire-balls among the Common Peo- 
ple by the Presbyterian Reformado's ; and ts but their Method ;, 
Firſt to Preach the Rabble to Gun-powder, and then ſcatter their 
Squibs among them. T herets neither Authour, Stationer, nor Priu- 
| ter that appears to't ;, but the Pretext of it is Teace, and Reforma- 
| tion, which may perhaps be the Reaſon that they are aſham*d to own at. 
If my Intelligence decerve me not, this ſgne Schiſmatical Tiece of 
H. lyneſſe was deliver'd to the Preſſe by one Mr. R.B. or by bis Order ;, 
| and my Information tells me further, that the Bauble was Bar- 
| rell'd up for fear of Venting, and fo ſent ſeverall ways up and down the 
| Kingdom. Which being perform'd with all neccfſary diſpatch, ard 
Secre'y, docs but beſpeak a General Timelt ,, and propoſjeſs the N.- 
tion arainſt better Reaſons + and 1nder the moſt Vawarrantable and 
dangerous Circumſtances Imagina>le. 
Here's firſt ; anunauthoriz'd Form of Worſtip : Compos'd, 
| Printed, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Printed, Publiſh'd, and Diſpers'd by private. perſons ; which at 
firſt daſh affronts the Prerogative Royal, and the Eſtabliſt'd Go- 
Vernment, 

Obſerve next ; that tis done by Stealth ; vo Name to't : which 
zives a ſhrewd Suſpition of l-meaning, | when they that beſt kyew 
what it meant, thought it not ſafe to own it. 

Lookin the Third place to the Promoters. of it ; and 7 divine, 
youll ſcarce find any man aStickler.in this Ofice, that has net been 
an Enemy to the King. 

Fourthly, Take notice, that though the Book adareſſes to the Bj- 
ſhops, They are yet the People from whom it # moſt carefully con- 
ccaled. And yet on the Other ſide the Copies fly iz Swarms about 


' the Nation - that ts to ſay, where they may do moſt Miſchief ,, however 


kept from them, to whom they ſeemingly apply for SatisfaCtion. 

. See now the Timing of it : upon the jult Nick, when the Bi- 
{hops are conſulting a Chriſtian, General, and Friendly Ac- 
modation - aud That's.the Event they Dread. ( DOMINION or 
CONFUSION being their Morro.) Did ever Presbytery ſer footing 
ary where, and Blood or Slavery notgo along with it ? T his (omfort 
yet attends the Broyls they cauſe, that a WAR's a leſS Plague then 
the GOVERN MENT. 

Once more ; who knows but they have choſe this JunCture, for 
ſome yet more malicious ends? They have not ſtickled to make Par- 
tics ; held thezr Conſults and Conventicles: Printed and Preach'd 
Sedition all this while, only for Exerciſe, or Pleaſure. The Parli- 
ment's adjourn'd, ard i this Interval, 'tis beyond doubt they think 
ro do their Buſineſs : what can be elſe the drift of this their Challen- 
ging Petition ; ard at this moſt unſeaſonable Inſtant ; but to 
precipitate a Breach, and diſappoint the General hopes of their 
next Meeting * Nothing more common with the FaCtion, then to 
diſcourſe what wonders the zext Parliament will do : and hint 
the Approaching end of This. 

Unthankful Creatures ! have they ſo ſoon forgot, who ſav'd them ? 
Their Muſhrome-Honeſty, has in anight forſooth ſhot it ſelf up from 
Hell zo Heaven. *T zs a large ſtep, from Sacriledge, to ſtrict Ho- 
Iynefſe : from Robbing the Material Church, to the advancing of 
the Myltical : from a Lawleſs, Mercileſs oppreſſion of Gods Mi- 
niſters; to a true pity towards his Servants; from the Droſs of 
Humanity, to the Perfection of Angels ; yet 5n the caſe before us, 
there's but a Thought, a Moment ; but an imaginary Line that 

feems to part them, *Twas the Kings Fiat that ſtrook Light out of 
| Darkneſs, 


The Fpittle Dedicacory. 


Darkneſs, and made them paſs for what they ſhould be ;, His Maje- 
{ties Command, that drew the Curtain betwixt the World, and 
their Tranſprellions ; and berwixt Life and Death. They are 10: 
yer at Eaſe ; they have their Heads again to make new Stakes with : 
and we have another King to loſe, if they can catch him as they did 
1] this Father. 7ſt Thus began the Late Rebellion ; aid »f good order 
be not taken with theſe Relap'd Apoſtates, jsſ# here begins another. 
Nor 3s itonlythe ſame Method and Deiign ; bur it will ſoon appear, 
that the ſame perſons arenow in again, whining and Snivelling for 
Religion, ( as they did ever ) only ro Cheat the Multitude, and ro 
engage aFaCtion. They have now diſpers'd this Pamphlet all over 
' England; as 1 amfairly aſſur'd. 
| But why tothe People firſt ? Unleſs they intend to make uſe of 
' them? and what uſe can they make, but Violence ? Thx ts to ſay, that 
| 4 che Biſhops will zot do them Reaſon,the People ſhall. Next; why 
 ſomany? but to beget 4 through-dsſaffettion io the Eſtabliſh'd Liturgy. 
In ſhort ; What ts all This,bnt tocry Fire, or Murther to the Nat:- 
ton ; When they themſelves are the Aggreſſours ; and *tis a 
' Flame of their own kindling ? 


_ ka >.< "4 625, ha A 4 
FOE gd 30: "ES '; 


bh 4 O_ 7" Wo 


_— 


 #. SS Ale RAO, 


nd 


mY 


- 
de: 
FER 
wr —_— — 
a >=; 


CE 


=— OR 


wag 


" IC} 
a 


es | 


The Relaps'd Apoſtate, 


4 PETITION for PEACE with the 
| REFORMATION of the LITURGY, 

As it was Preſented to the Right Reverend 
| BISHOPS. 8 
' By The DIVINES, 'appoimed by His Maje- 

fries COMMISSION rorreat with them 
about the ALTERATION of ze. 


h—_ 


NOTE I. 


LO beginwith the Tie, we have here ( as Fyjhop Hall 
fays of S MECFYMANUUS) a Plural adverſary ; and 1n 
, good truth 'twas more then ove mans Buſineſs, to do 
thing ſ6 excellently amiſſe. No'Name, no Licenſe; and yet 
\ the matter in Debate, no leſs then the two Grand concerns of Hu- 
' mane Nature, PEACE, and SALVATION : Doze by Dz:vines 
| too; Dedicare to Biſhops ; the Kings Commiſſion mention'd int. 
Methinks a work of tis Pretenſe ſhould not have trept into 
the World ſolike a Libel; eſpecially conſidering the Narare 
of the Propoſition : ( Change of Church-Government ; for "tis no 
lefs ) and the diſkemper'd humonr of the People. This ſecret man- 
ner of ##der-feeling the Multitude, does not in any wiſe comport 
with the Deſign and Dignity of a fair Reformation: : 
Truly, %is M, at bef; but it may well be worſe yet. Put caſe, 
that ſome of the prime Srickiors againit Epyſcopucy; in 1641. 
ſhould prove now of the Quorvminthis Enrerproze: Some that 
at fir ff only preſs'd e Hoderarion; Relief for renner Conſroences ; 
: (REFORMATION ;(juſt:as at prefent)andyet-at Laſt, pro- 
| reded- tran wnprefidanted Extrewity : Root and Branch : (no- 
thing leſs wonld ſatisfie: them : Kings Bifhops ; all went down.) 
| Say Gentlemen Commiſſioners, 1s This your Gofpr/l-work_to pro- 
' yoke Subjeffr-againit their __—_— Call you This, Beating 
| 2 


own 
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The Divine; 
Petition for 


Had Zimrs 
Peace? 


Thj Relapss Apoſtzte. 
down: of Pop:ry and Prophaneſſe ? to ſcatter your Schiſmatical and 
Seditious « Models among the People,and after all thePlagues you 
have brought alreadyupon this Kingdom, by your Scotch Comr- 
bination to invite the multitude once more, to proſtitute themſelves ; 
and Worſhip, before the Goldrn Calfe of your Presbytery * Leave 
theſe Religious Wrarzlings, for ſhame, about the thing ye leaſt 
confider, Con/cience. Leave your ſtreyning at Grats, and ſwai- 
lowing of Camels: your Blew-cap Divinity of ſubjefting Publique 

and venerable Laws, to private and: Fattion (onſtitutions. T ſpeak. 
this with great. Reverence to all Sober Divines, in which Number 

my Charity can hardly comprize the Publiſhers, and Diſperſers of the 


Pamplet in Queſtion. 
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edoedpoos. A PETITION for PEACE. 


To the Moſt Reverend ARCH-BISHOP and 
Biſhops, andthe Reverend their Aſſiſtants, 
Commiſſion'd by His Majeſty, to Treat about 
the Alteration of the Book of C O-MM O N- 
PRAYER. | 


The Humble, and Earneſt Petition of Others 
in the ſame Commiſſion, &c.. 


NOTE IL. 


Ad Zimrs. Peace that: flew his Maſter * What: Peace can. 

they expeCtt from Others, that are at War within tchem- 
ſelves; whoſe very Thoughts are Whips; and their own Conſc:- 
ences their own Tormentors ?- Is Treaſon, Blood, and Sacyriledge, 
ſo Light, and: yet the Common-Prayer-Book,, or a blameleſs Ce 
remony, a Burthen fo Intolerable ! Thoſe People, that have fo 
much to do at home, ſhould do well to look into Themſelves, ere 
they meddle with the Pablick, and take a ſtrift Account of 
their ows ſizs, before they enter upon the Failngs of Orhers. Tis 


ane ofthe Groſliſt Cheats in nature, an Vnequall Conſerence that 
is 
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The Relaps'd Apoſtate. 
is Soquick, and render for Trifles, and yet ſo Dead, and ſo Un 
feeling. 11 weightyer matters.” \' | . 

But all this whiie, why a Pererson for PEACE ? where's the 
Danger ? what's the Quarre! ? The Law ſtands ſtill, my Maſters; 
You fly from it, railat 'it, and ſet the People againſt it, and 
then complain of Violence. But PEACE however is the thing 
ye would be thought to aim at; which, as you labour to per- 
ſwade the World, depends upon complying with your «Alterations 
of the Common-Prayer. That is, we are to look for War or Peace, 
in meaſure as your Propoſitions are deny'd, or granted. This 
'( as 1 take it Yis to Command, not Treat: Here's ina-word the 
ſum of Alt. 

You have transform'd the Common-Prayer, and 'ye would have 


'tratifyd. You make your Dtmands, ye give your Reaſons: 


and when'all fails, ye throw your Papers up and down the Na- 
tion, toſhew the ſilly rrle People, what doubty Champions they 


have; only to irfitate the Rif-r4f*againſt- Biſhops ;; and to pro- 


'olanie your ſelves the Advocates of Feſns' Chriſt. 

"Now do I promiſe my ſelf quite to do all that you have 
done: to prove from your own- Form of Worſhip that the deſign 
of itts arrantly Fatt:ous ; (*tis-a courſe word) and an Ercroch- 
ent upon the Kings Anthority : that your Demands want AMo- 
Adefty, your Reaſons, weight. This | ſhall likewiſe ſhew ;; and that 
your ſcatter'd Copies are a molt diſongenuous, and wſeemly Pra- 
Hice. 1 ſhall endeavour to bare all your Hooks too ;, lay open 
all your Carnal Plots upon the Goſpel; and-in fine; to Place an 
Antidote, wherever you have caſt your Poyſor. 

We'll ſee now what #t is you plead for ;, and Then (in Order ) 
to your Arguments : the Right and Reaſon of your Arking. 
Ye Demand, Reformation in Diſcipline 5 and Freedome from 


| Subſcription, Oaths, and Ceremonies : The Reſtoring of able, faith= 
| ful e Miniſters without preſſing Reordination, | 


Ye have taken a large Field to Cavil in: See now what 'tis 


| you calla Reformation, 


The 


TteD:egbyt. 


Demands. 
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The REFORMATION of che LITURGY, 


The Ordinery PUBLICK WORSHIP on the 
LORDSDAY, (Pag.25.) 


NOTE. I1L.. 


| Ur Zitargy was very much. to. blame. ſure: Seventy Six 
2m Pages tO reforms it? Pray'e- Gentlemen, fmce y'are fo 
Liberal of your Labours, do but once bleſſe the World with a 
Presbyterian Dittionary, that. we may be the: better for them. 7: 
world be an Excellent means I can aſſure ye, to beget a right nneq- 
ftending betwixt the King and bis People. - Alas | how Jenoragt 
yeere We, that all this while took Reformation only fpr. Ameyd- 
ment; a Pruning perhaps of fome Duxwiianses, andictting things 
Right, that were out of Qrder. _ But noW-wefhard Corretted,aud 
perceive that. to reform is to deſtroy. (tuereh-Government was 
REFORM'D, by an Att of ABOLITION. The Kings Power 
REFORM 'D too, by a Sciſure of his Regalbties and of his: Sa- 
cred Perſqn, At this-rate , isour Liturgy RFFORMD-: that 
is, "is totally thrown 9ut ; and a wild: Rhapſody of [ncoherences, 
ſupplics the. place of it. 55s ; | | 


| Note here Good  Feople of thi Land, that Prechyterian RE- 
FORMATION ſgngies ABOLITION ; By the ſame Jroxy.they 


Ggnifics Abe- made. YOU FREE, and HAPFY ; the Kinz A GLORIOUS 


PRINCE.: advavc'd the GOSPEL. When of all S/aves you 
know ye were thecheapef, and the malk Ridrauloye: Your Haves 
and Fortunes hangingupan the Lips of Faxlcts z Your Confelences 
tenter'dup to the [bwezant, and Every Pulpit: was. a Religions 
Aouf-trep. In fhort, remember, that Preyytery,, and Revell;- 
on, badthe ſame Authority, and that thoſe Prodggies of '/cemeng 
Holyneſſe, thoſe Reverend Cannibals, that made ſuch (onſcience of 
a CEREMONY, made none of BLOUD-SHED. This is not 
yet, to prejudge Tenderneſs ;, and to conclude all Forwardneſs of 
Zeal to be Hypecriſie. Let it relt here; we have from Truth it 
felf, that Liberty may cloke Maliciouſneſs ;, we have it likewiſe 
from experience ;, for we our ſelves have been Betray'd by moſt 
malicious Libertines, The Queſtion is but now how to diſcern 
the 
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7 the Real, from the Counterfeit : and That ſo far as may concern 
1 the Plar-form here beforeus, ſhall be my buſa:eſs. Sothat by the 


| World, A REFORMTION of the Lizurgy, but upon ſearch,we 
! finde juſt nothing at all of it : only a Pragmatical and Talking 


1 746.. | 
| Next, they confeſs themſelves authorized to treat [| only 7] 4- 
| bout the e ALTERATION of it : to propoſe This for That per- 
| haps, oze Clauſe or Paſſage for another : but barely to diſcourſe, 
| or offer-at the total ABROGATION of the old form,is to aſſume 
' a Pawzr we do nat finde in their Commeſſion. This is another 
| Precbyterjansſm. |. CTR | 

Thirdly; they. were to Treat; They didſo ; and rhe debate 


; prov'd Fruitleſs : Where lyes the Fault I pray'e ? Do but obſerve 


| alittle. - His: Majeſty, out of a Gracious Inclination togratific 

2 al perſons wharſoever,, of truly-(onſciencious, and tender Prin- 

' ciples5 appoints a Conſult of Epiſcopal, and Presbyterian Divines 

to adviſe joyatly, upon ſome gereral.expedient ;, whereby to ſatis- 

| fie all reaſonable Parties, ( ſaving the Glory of God, the Goodof the 

' Church, his own Royall Dignity ? the Peace, and. welfare of his 
: Peaph.) 


| -What they inſiſted on, ye:ſee under their own hands ; and Deſign not 
: that the _— of Government, was That they aim'd at, not Conlcicnce: 


d perlwade the World ) relief of Conſcience. 


: (as they wou 
' That day wherein this Propoſition ſhould be granted, would (1 
| much fear) prove but the Eve to the Deſtruttian of this Nation. 

_ -Lam no Prophet, but my kinde Friends, the Presbyterians be- 
| faxe they have done; I think wilkmake me paſs far one. They 
| make good every. Syllable I promis'd for them, in my Holy 
1 Cheat :.and.if the Duke of Ormond would forgive me, I ſhould 
/ preſume to-mind his Grace, of a Paper, which ( now more theh 
1 aTwelve-month ſince) was left at Kenſmton for his Lordſhip ; al- 
| though'nat known from; WHOM, to this Initant. | 
'Weate to Marque here a Third Property of this Faftion. They 
| prapoſe: things unreaſonable, nncceſſary, and dangerous ; Mare 
| then they ought £0 ak, as to themſelves : more then Te People can 
| be ſappas'd to want, on whoſe behalf they ſeem to Beggmore then 
| te Kite: can Grant, with Safety to his Crows. wh 

en 


7 Refor mers Leave, we'll ſbortly, plainly, and ſincerely examine the 
: matter. : 
They pretend in the Froxt of this Pamphler.to exhibite to the 


/ thing of their ow; in ſtead of a moſt pertinent and ſolemn ſer- 


The Method 


of © edition. 
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When chey'r repuls'd, how fad a Talc they tell, of the hard 


ufage of. Gods People ! 'This'is dqne ita Seri, or Petition: Let - 
them alone <5 far, and once wirhina forenight,//younay: ex. 
Pet a' Remonſtrance, a ftate'of rhe Caſe; or ſome Aixh buſineſs; 
Th."s dangerous ;, for tis ten to one, That Presbyterian Lepend- 


will have ſome Colouraple Truths 1n't. ( 10 Government being abſo- 
lutely faultleſs ) the YVulgar thinking it as eahe to averd Errors, as 
to diſcover them ; and hnding ſome Truths in the mixture, ſwal- 
low down all the Reſt, for Company, ( and for Goſpel. ) - 
The.next News, poſlibly may be the Storming of Whate- 


' ' ball, or the Two Houſes with 2 Petition againſt Biſhops. 
' When once Authority comes to be Bayted by the Rabble, your | 


Fudzment is at hand. . 

Bethink your ſelvesin r:me, my Maſters ; reaſon the matter 
with your felves a little, what cau- theſe wmimſters- propoſe by 
this Appeal from the Supream _ , tothe People; but to 
extort by Mutiny, and Tumnlt, what they cannot prevasl for by 
Argument ? | NL Se. © __ x2 

You are not ( firſt ) the Fudges of the-Caſe : fo that in" That 
Regerd, *ris an mperrinence. Nor are' you vers, (1 ſpeak to 
the Common Jort ) or Inſtrufted in the Controverſie. Tour buſineſs 
lyes not in the Revelarion, nor among general Councils : alas! 
your own ſouls know, yox do not underſtand the'very Terms of 


the Diſpute, much leſs the Springs, and Reaſonsof it. Yet ſee; 


you arethe men, theſe Gentlemen are pleas'd to make the-Um- 
-pires of the Difference : What are theſe Applications then, but 
Trapps, baytcd with Ends of Scripture, and Fragments of Religion ; 
ſer, to betray your Honeſt , and well-meaning Weakneſſe ? 
Now ask your ſelves This Queſtion. ' 6 
Whether did you contract Thoſe Scruples which they charge 
upon you; ( if zeally you have any ) upon the accompt of your 


own judrement ; or from their Inſtsgation ? If upon Their accompr, + 


obſerve what «ſe this ſort of people have ever made of your Be- 
leevings : how Step by Step, they have drawn you on, from a 


meer {dunterfeit of Conſcience, toa dire Inſenſebility and Loſs 


of it. | 
Thus far, we have met with very little, either fair dealing 
or Moderation from them. But perhaps they*l ſay, that /eſ; 
would have contented them. *Tis very right, if manifeſted to be 
unmeet. ( Pag. 23.) but who ſhall make them ſee more, then 
they have a mind to ſte? They'll fay perchance too for the 
Printing 
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Printing of it ;, that it was only done to ſhew the World that 
they had diſcharg'd their Durres. 

Their Duty was diſcharg'd in the bare Tender to the Biſhops ; 
( that is,- admitting ſuch /ncxmvency upon them ) The work it 
ſelf, was Swper-erogatory, and afterward, their telling of the 
People what they had done, was to arcuſe-the Biſhops, not to 
acquit Themſelves, Beſide ; the huge Impreſſions ; the cloſe Carri- 
age of it: In fine, it was not menaged either with an Aonour- 
able, or an Evangelical Cleerneſs. 

Further ; the Tle makes the matter worſe yet. A Petition for 


WAR. But this will be taken heynouſly. Who? They rake a> 


| way Biſhops ? 


Wiy ? 'tisno wonder: The Order ſtands Excommunicate al- 


| ready : they have inſerted no particular Prayer for them into 
| their New Ziur2y; andif they ſhould take them away, it is no 
| new thing for them to do. But their grand Plea will be this. 


ON G2 oe BM ern eat bad; 


PIE 


They have no d:ſizn, nor deſire, to juſtle out the Common- Prayer, 
but only that Theirs, and That may be Inſerted in ſeveral Columns, 
and the Miniſter left to his Diſcretion which toread : [| According to 
his Majeſties Declaration concerning Ecckfiaſtical Aﬀairs..'] | 

Let the Kings Declaration judge betwixt usthen. 


0 Ince we find ( ſays his Majeſty ſpeak- vig 14 


ing of the Engliſh Liturgy ) [ome Excep- 
tions MADE againſt ſeveral things therein, 
we w'll appoint an equal number of 
Learned D: vines of both Perſwaſtons, 
to review the ſame, and to make fuch 
alterations AS ſhall be thought moſt necel- 


1 ſary; and ſame Additional Forms (in 
7 the Scripture-Phralſe,as near as may 
7 be ) ſuited unto the nature of the ſeve= 
| ral parts of w3rſh'ip,and that it beleft 
7 to the Miniſters choice touſe one o2 0- 
| ther at his 3 38 


Jn 


A Petirionary 


PEACE. Thatis. Take away BISHOPS or provide for another \, ©. 
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done, although Wwe do Heartily With and 
deſire, that the Miniſters in their leve- 
ral Churches,becauſe they diflitke ſome 
Clauſes and Expreſſtons, would not to- 
tally lay aſide the ule of the Book of Common- 
Prayer, but read the parts againſt which there 
can beno Exception ; Which Would be the 
beſt inſtance of declining thoſe marks of 
Diſtinction, Which ve lo muchiabour 
| and defire to remove ; 
-_ Pet in Compaſſion to divers of Pu: 
good Subjects ; who icruple the uſe of 
it asnowitts, OQur will and Pleaſure 
1s,that none be puniſhed o2 troubled for 
not uſtngit, untill if be reviewed, and 
cffectually Reformed, as aforeſaid, 


His Majeſty, in purſuance of this Gracious Indulgence, makes 
an eApporntment to the Intents abovementioned. We'll {cc 
now the preportzon, betwixt the Liberty they take, and what tic 
Kings Declaration allows them. 


Tt TH1v1ncs 


__\ .veir ter the Precbyterian Mode, inſtead of only alrering ſome paſſages 
«x,miſion. IN the other. Let Thzs be granted them, and They left at Diſcre- 
| tion which to follow, we may be ſure they'll read their own. 


cnct of Gaia, ard Proſtlites. 


oats Precoyigrtan Government? 


Jn the mnean time, and till this be 


They have firſt form'dto Themſelves a Complete Liturgy, af- 


Conſider then how they have Neſtled Themſelves, tm the moſt © 
Populous, and Wealthy places of the Kingdome, both for Conveni- ? 


Pur theſe together, and what would this Allowance fall ſhort 


Taks 
b. 
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Which there can be noException, 'Tis a 


ſhort exfie Task, Ctther to' Read or to Except. - But this Will- 
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Take notice next, that the Atterations are to be ſuch, a5 [by 
the Divines of both Perſwaſions} ſhall be thought moſt NECESSARY. 
This puts a Bar to Slight and Trivial Charges, of meer H112ey, 
and / aprice. 


Butour good friends regard not that, they have chang'd Al 
that is not of eAuthority unalterab!e : diſdaining m all caſes, any Su6- 
jettionto Epiſcopal Dominion, and claiming to themſelves a Right of 
Governing all others : Imm1fing 903 tre Flultituae jor Holy Zeal, the 
troubleſome Effefts of Pride and Fation, In fhort ; This Form Gl 
Theirsis calculated to the Meridian of the Dirco:y. 


Hitherto the Kings Conceſſions, in favour of his Presbytert.r12 
People : See now the Dutiful Return they make their Soveraige, 


We do heartily with and Deſire ( favs Trerines 


His Majeſty ). that the Miniſters would 


nor totally lay alidethe uſe of the 2Book rian Miniſter" 


.of.Common-Prayer, but Reade thoſe 
Parts againfi which there can be no 
Exception, &c. k 


A man would think, nothing but Heavez or Hell, could 
ſtep betwixt theſe »zezz, and their Obedience. They are now 
drawing the firſt Breath of a new Life; and their Preſerver is 
their Prince: who to endear the Bounty and the Kindneſs, Haz- 
Lards himſelf to ſave them. Here's Duty , Honour, Fuftice, Gra= 
tude, nay Intereſt too, and ail that is not Brit: in mans na- 
ture, concurs to fix, and ſtrengthen the Obligation. Sure it 
muſt be ſome mighty matter, that Sbjeitsunder All theſe Tyes, 
ſhall ſtick at to their Soveraign. Subjets eſpecially of a Religie 


; ow Dye, ( indeed, not of the Common Clay with other men ) The Godly 
; Whoſe words and attions, are all weigh*d in the Ballance of the Saniti- Party. 


Aa 


ry. ; 
Read %stbeKing) chaſe parts againſt 
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worſhyp's ſuch a thing ; they are ſo afraid of Adding or Diminiſh- 
ing. | 
Away, away, with theſe double-refin'dConſciences., we'll Wave 
the Croſs in Baptiſm; Kneeling at the (ommunian : the Sarplice ; 
Bowing toward the Holy Table ; nay Praying for Biſhops too ; or 
any thing in fine ; though never ſo Authoriz'd, which Ignorance 
it ſelf wonld not bluſh to ſcruple at : And only inftance in ſome 
Caſes,. whally :ncapable of any Conſcientious Competition, 


Why not WEDDED Wife and 'Husband, as well as MAR- 
RIED ? ] Pag. 69. | 

Why not DOEST thou Belitve, as well as DO YOU be- 
lieve 2] and All this I STEDFASTLY believe, ( according to 
the Cmmon-Frayer ) is turn'd forſooth into [| All this I do UN- 
FEIGNEDLY belzeve. : 


I will-not trouble the Reader- with any more of theſe 2a:- 
ſeous Alterations ; Their whole Service is of a Suit, and with 
much care Dzver/ify'd from Ours, both in the Site, and order of 
it. And now, let the Conſoftory anſwer for Themſelves. 

I hope they will-not ſay theſe. Changes were matter of Conſci- 
ence ;, unleſs becauſe the King Commanded the Contrary. What was 
thetrue ground of this their Unmannerly dealing with His Majeſty ? 
Truly no other then the pure nature of the Animal : A Preby- 
terian does not love a King. 

We have ſeen the Earneſtneſs of his e Aajeſties Deſires, a word 
now to the Drift and reaſon of them : from whence, flows the 
clcer evidence why they oppo4d them. 


The King having firſt paſs'd a large [dnigence, in all Caſes 
of Scruplz, adviſes a complyance with: the Form of the Church in 


points Indifferent, and without Exception : | 48 the beſt 
Fnſtance of declining Marks of Diltin- 
ction. | 


They, for that very Reaſon, Or a. worſe, decline it : either out 
of an Inflexible ſtiffneſs, tothe: Faftion ;, or a Contumacious dcfi- 
ncc of the Authority. Thruſt out the Commoi:-Prayer they could 
not; eAgree with it, they would not : «A Preſcript Form they ſaw 
- was neceſſary 3 and That they brought their Stomacks to. But 
ſill the. Publique Liturgy of the Church had not the _ bs 

: pleaſe 
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pleaſe them: Such and ſuch Ries, and Clauſes would not down 
with them. His Majeſty, in favour of their pretended Scruples, 
ſuſpends the Law, gives them their Freeaom , allows them to 
propoſe ſome Medium of Accommodation: demanding ouly their . 
Aoreement in matters liable to no Exception, 

The Reconciling Terms at laſtare Theſe. Epiſcopacy they lay H:s Majeſties 
aſide : they totally reje&t the Common-Trayer : ſet up a Presby- Tenderneffe 
terian Platform of their own: and This is it, which they have *Pulcd. 
now the Confidence in a blind way. to recommend to the Pra- 

Qiſe of the I ation. Yet ſoto recommend, as that the thing at 

laſt, is nothing leſs then it appears to be. While they pre- 

tend tomend the Common-Prayer, they take it quite away: and 

that which they ſeem to give us in Exchange, is in Effect juſt. 
Nothing ; affronting equally. the Wi/dome of the Nation, with 

the Authority of it. BS, 
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EE, now their Ruirick—[ In theſe or the like Words 7 Ay Arbitrary 

Pag. 25.-— Let one of the (reeds be read, —ani ſometimes Scr- Forw. 
Athanaſius Creed. Pag, 26. X 

Some of theſe Sentences may be Read } Pag. 27.=—ſome may be c1,c;; 
read ] again-— a Pſalm may be ſung ;—a Te Denm, the Bent- berry, 
diftus, or Magnificat may be ſaid: ] and Then the Miniſter is Pag. 32. 
taught how to pray before his Sermon, diſmiſſing at Iaſt the 35: 
Congregation with ['a Benedittion in Th: ſe or the like words J— 17a 


caſe of aCemmunion, the Miniſter may del 1y t'7e Beneoiftion, J— 4 — 
General Prayer inſtead of tt;: I tay, and Collctts——when the Ati- 
niſter findetn it Convenient. J—and a Thankg-giving ; with Hynms, 
at the Diſcretton of the e Mmiſter. | 
T hes or the Ike Fxplication—- at Diſcretion, hefore the CO» 
Amon :—This, or the Like Prayer ]J—Pag. 51. Geri 
Bread andWine 1n Theſe or th: Iike Words J— Paw. 7 
Miniſter be at Liberty ro conſecrsto the Broad and Vue. * 
or otherwiſe : and whether to of any Words or ior © af 


Breaking of the Bread, and Pearing our che Wine © and of the 
miſter chooſe to Pray but once, let kim Pray a followeth, « 
this Senſe, J— | 


tan Lis 
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| Þþ 4 
"_” Let it be left to the Miniſters Diſcretion, whether to deliver the 
T*] Bread and Wine ( at the Table ) only in ſeveralt ; each one taking it, 
and applying it ro Themſelves ;, or in General, to ſo many as are in 
Paz, 56. each particular Form, or to put it into every Þ erfons hand : ] —and 
" 5-, letnonebe torc'd to fir, ftiand, or kyeel. ]—Next ; Thes, or ſome 
53. ſich Exhortation ] —Conclude, with This, or the like Bl:eſ- 
fig. ]-—tbid. | 
Unciniitian Let no Miniſter be forced to Baptize the Child, of open eAthieſts, 
Rigour, Idolaters, or Tnfidells, nor yet the Child of Parents juſtly Excommu- 
ricate, or living in any notorions, Scandalous Sin. ]J—This, 7 the 
like Speech, to the Parent or Parents that preſent the Child Pag. 59. 
Pag. 62, After the Iarerrogatories;—Let the Miniſter Pray Thus, or to 
64. this Senſe, J—After the Child is Baptized ; — Thi Erb s 


-_— 
b pi}? 


troa or the like—to the Parents J—and to the Perf. 
or to This Senlc. 7] 


Cnftorian 


I muſtnot paſs this Office without a Marque how Tyra; 
1y:anny, 


theſe people are whereever they can hook in any thing, wit! 
the Reach of an Eccleſiaſtick Laſh. With what face can ti! 
uncharitable Zelots, call themſelves Gods Mimſters, and yer dare 
to Reſtrain a benefit, and Diſpenſation granted by God himfſelfin 
favour of 17ankind ? But hear the Admirable and Divine Hoote 
upon the Point, and then I'll forward. 


: Hookers Eccles Were n0t Profelytes, a: well as Jews, always taken for the Son; 
fialtical Poli= of Abraham ? ] and again—. In caſe the Church do bring Childre:: 
> 1.5.5:64 ro the Froly Font— whoſe natural Parents are either unknown ci 
knownto be ſuch a: the Church accurſeth, but yet forgetteth not in that 
Severity to take compaſſion upontheir off-ſpring (for it is the Church 
which duth offer them to Baptiſme by the Miniſtry of Preſenters ) were 
it not againſt both Equity and Duty to refuſe the Mother of Belicvers 
her ſelf, and not to take her in this caſe for a faithfull Parent ! It #5 
not the virtue of our Fathers, nor the faith of any other that can give 
25 the true Holyneſs which we have by virtue of our new Birth, Tct 


even through the common faith and Spirit of Gods Church ( a thia? 
which no quality of Parents can prejudice ) I ſay through the Faith 0! 
the Church of God undertaking the motherly care of our Souls, ſo far 
forth we may be, and are in our Infancy ſanttified as to be thereby 
made ſufficiently capable of Baptiſme, and to be intereſſed in the Rites 
of our new Birth, for their Pieties Sake that offer us thereunto, | 
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In Matrimony the Miniſter may talk his Pleaſure concerning 
the Inſtitution, &C.——of Marriage ;—and Bury the Dead as he Pag. 68. 
pleaſes. 72, 
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Upon the receipt of great, and Extraordinary mercies, the Ch:irch, a 73- Tit 
having opportunity, ( that is, if the King be at Oxford) is to aſ- pores. #: 
femble for Publick, Thanksgiving unto God, and the Miniſter to ]— fr-valls, q 4% 
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( do—no matter what ; nor for the Kings Authority in the Caſe.) 11;q 
Further ; Though it be not unlawful, or un-mect, to keep Anniverſa- : 
ry Commemoration, by Feſtivals, of ſome great and notable m:rcies 
to the Church or State ( as for the Root and Branching of Epuſcopacy, 
ſome great YVifory over the King ; or the like _) Let h_ the 
Church-Feſtivals are mich abuſed, and many ſober Godly Minifters, hi £ 
and others unſatisfy'd in the Obſervation of them as Holy Days : Let 
rot the Religious Obſervation of them by publick, Worſuip be forc"d up- 
9n any, &Cc. 7] Oh, havea care, 'tis Lawful to Kill and Steal q 
upon the Lords Day, but not to ſerve God Publickly upon a | 
Saints Day. | Fn 
Theſe Following Prayers, or the like } for the Sick. Pag. 74 10'S 
In their Thanksgiving for Deliverance in Child-bearing. Thus, 78, $f 
If the Woman be ſuch as the Church hath cauſe to Fudge Ungodly, | Fa 
/ and a ſma!l matter will make the Krk judge ſo ) Then, the . et0] 
Tianksgiving muſt be in words more agreeable to her Condition ; if © kotk's 
any be uſed ]-—This 1s, in. Engliſh ; either no Thanks at all ; | 
orelſe to Publiſh the Mother a Whore, and the Child a Baſtard. | | 
Methinks the Holy Siſters ſhould nat like this kind of Fooling ; {abr 
but jn ſome caſes the Reverend will wink at ſmall Faults. [, | 
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Of Paſtorall Diſcipline. 
| $2 8 2h 


Heir Forms of Paſtoral Diſcipline follow ; which may be 
x8 as the V ariety of Caſes do require. Never ſuch Engroſ- Paſtoral Dil 
ſers of Liberty to Themſelves, and ſuch Niggaras of it to others ;, CIP-INC, p.8 2, YN 
and yet they adviſe that AZinifters may CONSENT to give ac- ; 4 
compt when they are accuſed of «Alale-adminiſtration,”] ( But what Vag- 9» L174;f 
if they will not conſezt togive Accompt ? ) " 
74 any by notorious perfidionſneſs, or frequent COVENANT- | 
BREAKING have forfeited,&c,—} Marque how they hang up- 
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on the Hannt. This Covenant-breaking, ſignifies one thing to 
the Law, and another thing to the People, 2 

In the Pexirents confeſſion, before the (Tngregation; The Sin 
muſt be named and aggravated,- when by the Paſtor it is judg'd Re- 
quiſte. ] Pag. 85. 

As for Inſtance: ifany man has been a Trayter, a Schiſma- 
tique, an Oppiefſour, a Aurtherer, a Hypocrite, or a Perjur'd Per- 
ſon, Let him fay,— 


14. 


Open Confecf 


{13s 


For a Traytor 4 have fought againſt the King : or T have Preach'd againſt his 
Authoriry, and Provozcd Tumnlts againſt his Perſon: Benuld, 1 
am a Traytour. 

IT have renounc'd my Mather the Church, -and Preach'd others into 
Schiſme and Separation : — I have deftroy'd the Apoſtolical order 
of Biſhops, and countenanc'd all my wild extravagancies with Forms 
of Religion : — Lo, Iam a Schiſmatique. | 

1 have Impos'd upon mens Conſcienees, unlawfull Oaths and Cove- 
nants : Enſlauv'd my Fellow-Subjefts, Robb'd and Impriſon'd my So- 
vereign ;, Enter*d upon the Miniſtry without a Call, and thruſt out 
Lawfull Miniſters from their Livings ;, Scatter d their miſerable Fa- 
mlies,. and ſnatch'd the Bread out of the Mouths of the Widdow and 
Patherleſs. Behold, 1am an Oppreſſour. | 

I have Embru'd my hands in the Blood of the King, and of his 
Friends : bleſsd God the more, for the more miſchief,, Father'd the 
Rebellion, and Bloudſhed upon the Holy Ghoſt. See here a 7Mur- 
therer. 

I have led and enconrag'd men againſt his e Majeſty, under Pre- 
tence to ſave him : — Subverted the Law, nnder pretext of d-fending 
it : —made the People Slaves under (olour of Setting them at Laber- 
ty, eraſed the Order of Epiſcopacy, under the notion of accuſmg the 
Perſoas that excerciſed it : and ſtripp?d his Majeſty of h i beſt Frienas, 
under colour of removing Evil (unſellours. I have call d thoſe Mi- 
miſters Scandalous, that had good Livings : — Thoſe men Dclin- 

uents, that bad good Eſtates., —— and” thoſe People Feſuits, that 
fad either wit or Conſcience. Thave belyed the -H ly Spirit 17 pre- 
tending Revelations ; and I have covered my Ambitious, Bloudy, Co- 
wvetous, and Faftious Purpoſes, under a Cloke of Holineſs. I have 


A Schiſmatick 


An oppreſſour 


A Murthetrer. 


AnHypecrice, 


ſtumbled at a Ceremony,and leap'd over the Seven deaaly Sins, Lord 
Iaman Hypocrzte. 

I have renouns d my Oath of Allegiance, and that of Canenical 0- 
bedimnee . and taken other Oathes, ana broken Them too, and multt- 


ply"d 
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periun, 
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ply'd my Perquries, I ſwore to defend the late K ing: and I have de- 


ftroy'd him ; and I have now ſworn to the Son, with an Intent to ſerve 
him as I did his Father, 1 ama Perjur'd Wretch, 


In Truth, This Paſtoral Diſcipline, put duly in Practice by This Di «- 
the Compoſers of ir, would be of Singular bezefir and of great pline neceffuy 


Satistattion tothe Nation. 


=y 


1 his Diſcipline is follow'd with a Zitany, and That with a Pans: 


Thanksgiving, both at Diſcretion, 


Obſerve now wheta Mockery is this Pretenſe to a Preſcripe 
Form: and do but think how irreligious a {onfuſron would cer- 
tainly enſue upon a Publique Sufferance of theſe previſh Liberties 
( for doubtlels ſuch they are.) They have thrown out, what they 
undertook to mend, and the new Service they have introducld, iS 
left Arbitrary, and values nothing ; or at the beſt, 'ris but an 
Execution of the Dzrettory. 

As the Contrivance of it is a lewd deſign upon the Publick. 
: Government, ſo is the Printing of it, a Praftice no leſs foul upon 
* the Pubtick Peace. The Inſtruments employ'd in't, were rhe 
Laſt Kings Baſe, and bitter Enemies; and the prime Agents in 
This Enterprize were grand Confederates in the late Rebellion. 
- Theſeare ill Signs my Maſters. | 


| Truly, among matters that arrive frequently, I wonder at 
| nething more, then that ever a Presbyterian Faction deceiy d any 
' 21a Twice, for of All Parties that ever divided. from Truth,and 
' Honeſty, 1 take them for a People, the niolt eaſily di/tingurſhable 
: from other men, and Tr-c'd to their Eras, 
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Their firſt work isſtill to find out the Fawlrs of Rules, and The Method 


7 the Grzevazces of the People ;, which they proclaim, immedi- 
] ately ; but with great Sheivs of Reſpe& toward the Oe, and of 
7 Innocent Tenderneſs for the Other. The Offeriding Perſons, ye 
| may be ſure are B:ſhops, where the Epiſcopal Order is in Exerciſe : 
7 But where they have thrown It o#t, and ztroduc'd themſelves ; 
2 ye hear no more news of Eccleſiaſtical Errours, but of Church-cen- 
ſures in abundance, The Civil Maziſtrate is then to blame, and 


|  Fnever will theſe People reſt, till they have grafp'd all. In Fine; 
2 Where you find a Private Miniſter inveighing againſt the 0r- The marks of 


2 ders of the Church ; bewailing the Calamities of a N 
3 D Oppreſſion ; 


of the Presby= 
rerian Faction 


ation under a Presvyterian 
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Oppreſſion : Preaching up Conſcience AGAINST eAuthority ;, and 
ſtating in the Prlpzt, the Legal Bornds of King and People + A 
Boaſter of himſelf, and a Deſpiſer of his Brethren : a Long-winded 
Exhorter to the Advancement of C:riſts Temporal Kingdome ; and 
a Perpetual Singer of the Lamentations : A Cryer up of Schiſme, for 
Conſcience, Fattion for Goſpell, and Diſobedience to Temporal! 
Magiſtrates, for Chriſtian Liberty : where ye find ſuch a man, 
Stop him ; be*s of the Tribe of ADONIRAM. 

To conclude ; they have Alt, the ſame Deſion 3; Dominion ; 
and the ſame courſethey take to compals it ; by ſtirring up a Godly 
Fattion. And now in good time ; Ommnibus in Chrifto Fidel;- 
bus Salutem, &c. Merk but the Gravity of the Men ; and 
truly but that they have fool'd us formerly in the fame way. a 
man would think they were in Earneſt, 


Moſt Reverend Fathers, 
and Reverend Brethren. 


He ſpecial Providence of God, and bis Mijeſties tender regard 
T- the Peace and Conferences of bis Subjetts, and his deſere of their 
Corcord in the things of God, hath put into our hands this oppor tunity 
of ſpeaking to you as humble Petitioners, as well as Commiſſioners, on 
#6 behalf of theſe yet troubled and mnhealed (ourches, and of mmy 
thouſand Souls that are dear to Chrift ; on whoſe behalf we arc preſſe® 
in Spirit in the ſenſe of our Duty moſt earneſtly to beſeech you, 2 you 
tender the Peace and Proſperity of theſe ( hurches, the comfort of hs 
e Majeſty in the union of H1s Subjetts, and the Peace of your Souls in 
the great Day of your Accomnts, that laying by all former and preſent 
exaſperating and alienating differences, you will not now deny us your 
Conſent and Aſſiftance to thoſe means, that ſhall be proved honeſt and 
cheap, and needfull to theſe great Deſirable ends, for which we all pro- 
feſs to have our Offices, and our Lives. 
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NOTE. VI. 
X 7 Ehave here a Healing, anda Glorzous Preface. 


V\ Perſons Commiſſion'd by God, and the King, to the F 
great work af Peace and Union, Intent upon their Dutres, _ ; 
| only | 
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onlycraving the B:ſhops' Aſfent to matters of evident Reaſor and 
Neceſſity. What now if all theſs big Pretences fall to nothing : 


and they Themſelves at laſt prove the Obſtraftours of what they 
ſeem 1o eagerly to Promote * | 


They Petition the Biſhops to move His Majeſty on their be- 
half; for the Confirmation of their Grants in his Royal Declaration : 
The Liberty of the Reformed Liturgy. The Reſtoring of able and 
Faithful Miniſters, and the Ejeftion of the Scandalous — ] Amd 


' theſe Propoſalsare here back'd with Twenty Reaſons ; which we'll 


| TAJ Ou ( the Biſhops ) are Paſtors of the Flock of Chriſt, who Pag.3.Reaſ.3. 
| Y are bound to feed them, and to preach in Seaſon, and out of The Duty of 
' Seaſon: and tobe Laborious in the Word, and Dottrine ;, but are not Billops. 


take one by one; and briefly as we can, make evident ; that 
what they call Religion 1s meer Fattion ; a Project by ſurverting 
the eſtabliſh'd Government, to advance themſelves : Thar if their 
Modell were allowable, The Perſons. yet that ſtickſe, have the 
leaſt title of all others to the advarrage of it. b 


In fine z Their Appeal, is Tumnltuary ; and their preſent Deſign 
( ſhould it ſucceed ) as certainly deſtruttive tro His e Majeſty now 
Living ;, as the Laſt was to His Moſs CONSCIENCIOUSLY- 
MURTHER'D' Father. 


| n— 


The Divines REASONS for Their REQUESTS. 


' boundto hinder all others from this bleſſed work, that dare not uſe a 


lis EEE —_ 


Croſs, or Surplice, or Worſhip God in a form, which they judge diſ- 
orderly, defective, or Corrupt, when they have better to offer him. 
(Mal. 1. 13, 14. ) Is it not for matter and Phraſe at leaſt as agreea- 
ble to the Holy Scriptures? If ſo, we beſeech you ſuffer us to uſe it, 


' who ſeek nothing by it, but to Worſhip God as near as we can, according 
' to bis Will who is Fealows in the matters of his Worſhup. 


NOTE, VII. 


| ; [AT TX Presbyters are ſo mindful of the Biſhops Duties, 
ad + 
oN 


that they forget their own. Suppoſe them nor bound to 
D 2 | hinder 


pag. +, 
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Reaſr. 


Joan 10.27. 


_ all * Some dare nor uſe a Surplice, others will not. 
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hinder all Non-Confermiſts, are they therefore bound to' a4mi: 


ſtinguiſh now betwixt a Caſe of Schiſme, and Conſciexce ? Net 
the Recuſant ſurely : for that opinion were an in-let to all Here- 
fies and Schiſms, without Controle. Will any man confeſs him- 
felfan Heretique ? Allow the Biſhop to be Zudge; his Duty leads 
him queſttonle!s, to proceed with Lenity or Rigour, according 
as he finds the Party, weak, or willfull. 


It ſeems they do mot like the Churche's Form, nor the Churcir 


Theirs; where lyes the Authority betwixt them ? But theirs 75 
more perhaps 7 Seripture-Phraſe : and lefſe( ſayl) in Scriptures 
meaning. 'Tis not the Crying Lord, Lord : the Crowding fo 


many Texts hand over head into a Prayer, that makes.our Ser-' 


vice acceptable - But the que, genuine, and fervent application, 
and conformity of our Words, Thoughts, and Afions to Gods 
Revealed iVill. 1 ſpeak with Reverence to thoſe bleſſed Oracles; 
which in themſelves however accomodate to our Relief and 
Comfort, may yet by our abuſe, be render'd Miſchievons : They 
are the Dictates of the Godof Order, and hold no Fellowſhip 


with {onfuſion. 


[BJ——#e that thrice charg'd Peter as he lowd him to feed his 
Lambs, and.Sheep, did. never thizk, of charging him to deny them 
food, or turn them out of his Fold, or forbid all others to feed them : 
wnleſs they could digeſt ſuch Forms, and Ceremonies, and Sub- 
ſcriptions as oxrs. ] .- 


[BJ] Touching our Saviours Charge to St. Peter : 1t-was a Charge 
to Him, to Feed his Sheep ;, no warrant to the Sheep to be their 
own Carvers. It was his Office too, to reclaim Straglers, and keep 
within his Fold, ſuch as he found inclin'd to wander after 
ftrange Sh:pheards. He was the Fudge too of the Food that beſt 
befitted them ; and if at any time he ſaw them hankering after 
aew Walks and Paſtures ; It was his Part to overwarch their 
Appetites; they might perchance-take poyſonors Plants for whol- 
ſome elſe ;, and reject better nouriſhment ; Blaming the ear for 
the Diſorders of the Stomach. | 

Again : Our Saviours Shcep know the True Shepheard, hear his 
Voice, and follow him.” But here the Shepheard follows Them : 
They run their way, and zezther own, nor hear him. He offers 


Who ſhaſl di-- 
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them to eat ; They'll none, and then they cry they, are ſtarv'd ;, ſome / 


few 
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few Starters leap the Pale ( of their own accord ) and then for- 
ſooth the Flock, muſt follow, or they complain they are trrn'd 
ont of the Fold. \ 

They proceed now toa bold Challenge, touching the Quali- 
ty of their ejeited Miniſters, 


Here are few Nations under the Heav'ns of God, as fir as we Pag.g.Re \ 
can learn, that have more able, holy, fa:tifull, laborions and Alad Com: 


T9 


truly peaceable Preachers of the Goſpel ( proportionably ) than thoſe P'3int. 


are that are now caſt out in England, and are like in England, 

Scotland, ard Ireland, to be * ca/t ont, if the old Confornaty be 

urged. This witneſs is true, which in Fudgment we bear, and muſt 
record againſt all tie Repreaches of uncharitableneſs, which the Fuſti- 

fier of the Righteous at his day will effeflually confute. We therefore 

beſeech you that when thouſands of Souls are ready to famiſh for want 

of the Bread of Life, and thouſan1s mere are gricved for the Ejeftion 

of thrir faithful Guides, the Labonrers may not be kept out, upon the 

account of ſuch Forms of (eremonies, or Re-ordination ; at leaſt till. 
you have enow as fit as theyto ſupply their places, and then we ſhall 

never petition you for them more. 


ye y . D s. (" 


NOTE, VIL 


Would not Laſh all Presyterian Divines for the Faults of 

I Scme : but as to Thoſe now under Qzeſt:on, I doubt 'twould 
poſe the (nique with his Lanthorn, to find a Saint among them. 

Obſerve the Clamornr, and the Alarum ; Theſe that are now 
caſt ont ; and like to be.] ( as who ſhould ſay: the times are Il God 
wot, already, and likely to be worie ) what a Buzz is here with 2 
Sting inthe Tayl: of it ? Nay, and take this alonz with ye, 
that theſe ort-caff Divimes, are perions Eminent for L: 
Life, and Do'lriac. If This be rac ; whar can be more cr//.:1/ 
2gainlk the Goverment; tnen to Prociaim it ;it caljſe ; + 
be fouler avainit the Authors of the Scandal ? 

Their Charadter is this. They are Atle, Holy, Fur" 
bortous, and truly peaceable Preachers of tn: Wort.) * 
ejetted, | upon the account of Forms or C.remor-uc.. 
ordination.” Pag. 2. 
Concerning their ABILITIES ; they are of the ©. 
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nixture of the World in all unlawful Enterprizes : a few Crafe 
ty People, to a great many Simple : Some to contrive and lead , others 
to execute : and This we have upon Experimental Knowledge ; 
that the Chnrch-fation was carried on by a Caball in the Late 
Aſſembly, as weil as the State-faftion, by another in the rwo Hon- 
ſes ; and that they Both communicated itill, in order to the com- 
mon undertaking ; the greater part of them-{carce underſtanding 
why they were come together. 

But let their Works bear witneſs of their great Abilities. Their 
Famous Litter of eApoloty and Invitation to the Reformed Churches 
abroad ;, does it not look as if it meant to fatishe the World, 
that they had renounc'd Latiz as well as Popery ? Nay, take 
theirLearned Drireftory it ſelf: but "tis too much to add their 
weakneſſes to my ow. | 


HOLY they are :t ſeems too : I do not think it Honeſt to expoſe 
Particular Perſons to a Publick Seorn, butin caſe of high Neceſſi- 
ty ; Wherefore, I ſhall content my ſelftoask. 

If it be Holyneſs ; to Preach up treaſon ;, and Blaſpheme in the 
Pulpit : to give God thanks for Murther ; and make the Story of the 
Laſt Weeks News the next Sundays exerciſe : to help out a hard Text 
with a falſe Comment ;, To ſeize by Violence, and Fraud, anothers 
Office, and Living ;, and to refuſe the Communion to a Perſon for 
refuſing the C-venant, All theſe things have been done, even 
by the Holy-mer we are now ſpeaking of. 


What they intend by FAITHFUL is not altogether fo clear. 
Not to their Yowes I hope ; for thoſe have been back, and for- 
ward; faſtand looſe ; They have denounc'd their Anathema's 
upon both Friends and Enemies of the King ; Did they not de- 
ftroy the Church, under pretenſe of Reforming it ; and having 
ſworn Canonical obedience renounce Epiſcopacy ? 

Have they been f a:rhful to their Friends ? (I mean, tothoſe 
of the Independent Fudgment. ) 

Yes certainly, ſo far as they had need of them. We have not 
yet forgotten, ho.v they beſought God and the King, on the 
behalf of render Conſciences; how they laid forth the fad Eſtate 
of many Thouſands, ready to famiſh for want of heavenly food : which 
delicate, weak-ſtomach*d Chriſtians, were forſooth, thoſe Reli- 
gious Brutes that brav'd his Sacred Majeſty in his own Pallace : that 
forc'd the Votes of the Two Houſes : demoliſh'd Churches : yes, BY 


The Relapsd Apoſtate. 
bad Thanks to for their good Aﬀettions, and the SMECTY MNU- 
ANS to plead their Cauſe. 

This was great Kindneſs, but not Laſting. For as the Presby- 
terian Power encreas'd, and the Kings Leſſer'd : ( effected partly 
by falſe play in his 21 ajeſties Quarters : and partly by a Potent 
Combination betwixt the Kirk, and Scotifi'd Engl:ſh) The Con- MA 
ſitorian Party began now to bethink themſelves, how fairly to F 
get quit of their old friendsthe Independents : plainly diſcovering, 4 
that what was CONSCIENCE, wmile they nzeded their Aſſiſtance, $M 
was become downright SCHISME, when they could live without it >; We 
and ſo That Liberty, which was cry'd up at firſt for Chriſtian, Jkt 
and zeceſſary, was by Thoſe very Miniſters Preach'd down again, 7 


as moſt /ntolerable. ( 
Yet to conclude ; FAITHFUL they are ; that 1s - to their F' 
firſt Principles, of Pride, Ambition, and of Infidelity. | P 
That they are LABORIOUS Preachers likewiſe , we ſhall Laborious. { fl 


not much deny, for truly, I think, no men take more pairs in 
a Pulpit then they do: or would more willingly compaſs Sea and uh: 
Land to gain a Proſqlyte. | 


But-TRULY-PE ACE ABLE; Imuſt conſeſe, I take to be pexceab!e, 1d 
an Epithete does not belong to Them. This particular is hand- My 
led at large, in my Holy Cheat, where I have ſhew'd their Pra- 
fliſes and Poſitions to be Inſociable, and (7uell. 

Indeed, we need not much torment our 1/:wories for Inſtan- 
ces to prove the unquiet humour of theſe People ; ſince Hun- 
dreds (I think I might ſay thouſands ) of their Contentions Sermons, 
and Diſcourſes, are yet in Being, and in readizeſſe to teſtifie a- 
gainſt them. Nay, which is worſt of all ; their Sourneſs 1s 1#- 
corrigible : they are no ſoener Pardon'd, but they Revolt into a 
Second Forfeitnre. 


Theſe are the Able, Holy, Faithful, Laborious, and truly Peace- 
able Preachers of the Goſpel ; that are caſt out ; ( as they have | 
wordedit} or muſt be kept oxt, becauſe they cannot c:nform, &c. . p76. 
They Begg, that theſe may be admitted, or reſtored, at leaſt till o- p i? 
thers may be found, as fitting, to ſupply their Places. ] | "ok 


Theſe Holy men abuſe the People - I ſay, they are not caſt out 
# Non-Conformiſts, but as Vſurpers of thoſe Benefits they had | 
| ng. < 
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no Right to. By Yilence, they thruſt Themſelves into other mens 
Livings or elſe by a Rebellio;s Powor, they were plac'd there, Now, 
pPuc the caſe they wor/d Conform : ſhould That give them a Title 
to the Continuanceof an M-cor Poſſeſſion ? 

Their Perir:0n ( to end withall ) 1s pleaſant. They deſire to 
be I: Themſelves, till others, as Fit, may be found ; of whoſe 
Fitneſs, they Themſelves intend to be the Judzes.. 


N.D we befeech you conſider, when you ſhould promote the joy 

and thankfullneſs of his Majeſties Subj:tts, for his happy Re- 
ſtanration, whether it be equal and ſeaſonable tobrins apen ſo many of 
them, ſo great Calimaties, as the change of able faithfull Miniſters, 
for ſuch as they cannot comfortaol 'y commt the condu't of their S out; 
to, and the depriving them of the Liberty of the publique Worſhip ; 
Calarnities far greater then the meer loſs of all their Su ſtancecan a- 
mot to : in a day of common Foy, to bring this cauſſeſly on ſo many 
of his Maieſties SubjeCts, and to force them £0 tye cownun hearr-break- 
ing Sorrows, as being almoſt asfar undone, as Man can do it , this is 
not a due requital of the Lord for ſo great deliverances : Eſpecu ..lly 
conſraering, that if it were never ſe certain, that it is the Sin of the 
Miniſters that dare not be Re-ordamed, or conform , it's hard tat ſo 
maity thouſand innocent people ſhould fuffer even in their Souls for the 
faults of others. 


OC OO, —— 


NOTE IX. 


I" HE Refrmers ſhould do very well, to conſider, as well 
the 7.o/s of the late Kino, as the Reſtauration of This ; and 
how much more thzy con:11buted to the Former, then to the 
Latt:r. Tis 1 confeſs, an Judecorum, to mourn upon a day of 
Fubile: a dev, and foul T-gratit.de, to entercain lo General a 
Bl. ſing, 2s the R {turing of his Majeſty, w.th a leſs General Foy 
Yer fince *twere 7dle io expect, A/l Parties ſhonld be pleas'd, and 
eviderit it is, Som: 440 NL, WElL firit fee, Who they are that 
make the load Complaints, and Then, wit 'tis that troubles 
the: 
The Prebyterian AMimſters in ſooth areill at eaſe: ſick of 
their old 3). ial »f 44. ( Biſhops and Common-Prayer ) They 
ſnfter Carl 7; rey ay , wid i 4 dayof Common Fov they are fore'd 
to iye down i He art-b, eak:g Sorrows, Alas now for their Ten» 
der hicarts ! What 
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| Tx Muſtering up of Multitudes, 1s an old Trick they learn 


and tculy the Parry is more then alittle given to This way of 
| Amplification, 
E Surely, | 
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What Mirmidon, or hard Dolopian 
What Savage-minded rude Cyclopian ? &C. 


-Iwant a Modeſt Term to expreſs theſe Peoples want of Com- Ti.ePregbyte- 
mon Honeſty. They're ſad they lay. When were they other ? Fans laugh 
but where they ought to have put on Sactcloth ? What Ze 
were their Mock-faſts, but Religious Curſimgs of their moſt Sa- "7. 
cred Sovereign ? And their Thawks-grving-feaſts, and Sermons ; 
were they not Entertainments, and Diſcourſes , of Foy and Tr4- 
mph, tor the Diſaſters of his Aſajeſty ? 

No wonder then to ſee Theſe People out of bumour \, at a time waen 


all Loyal Souls are fill'd with Comfort. 


Toſuffer, is not yet ſo much : but Cuuſelefly ;, That troubles 
them : They'r ſorry I perccive that they have given lo little 
Reaſon fort. 

Juſt in this manner did they Encroach upon his Late Majeſty : 
whom they prurſu'd and hunted, with their Barking Arguments, 
up to the very Scfold; and There, when they were ſure that 
Words would do no good, they babbled a little as if they meant 


to have ſav'd him. 
Once more; they have been labouring a Fat? ever ſince The odCauſp 


his Majeſties Return ; They Preach, they Print the Old Cauſe over *&viv'd. 
again; and manifeſtly drive the ſame Deſigne upon the Sor, 
which formerly they execnted upon the Father. 
F we thought it would not be miſ-interpreted , we would here rc- Pag.3 Reaf.4. 
member you, how great and conſiderable a part of the three Nations SY 
they are, that muſt either incur theſe ſufferings, or condole them that Na Al 
t1dergoe them ;, and how great a grief it will be to His Majeſty to ſee 
his Subjetts grieved ; and how great a joy it will be to him, to have | 
their hearty thanks and Prayers, and ſee them Live ia Proſperity, Peace 
and Comfort under bis moſt happy Government. 


————— 


NOTE XR, 


24 The Fation 
good at falſe 


from the Commurtee of Safety ; only a nelp at a dead Lift ; Muſters 
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Ince nfidera- Svrely, he's much a Stranger to the Temperof This Nati. 
ble, on, that does not know the Presbyterians to be very Jnconſide- 
rable, both for Number and Intereſt of Credit with the People, 
Where did they ever any thing without the Independents ? and 
Them, they made a Shift to Enſnare, by a pretended Engage- 
ment for Chriſtian Liberty : which when they found to bea Chear 
with how much Eaſe didthe Fournymer turn offtheir Aafters ? 
But what a care they take, now of a Suddain, for his 17aje- 
ſties Satisfattion | How great a.Grief, &c.and how great a Foy,&c. 
Indeed his Majeſty has reaſon to be troubled ? to ſee his Roy- 
al Mercy and Patience thus abuſed, by a forgetful Murmnring 
Faftion, that will be fatisſi'd with nothing conſiſtent with the 
Kings Dzgmty, and Safety; the Peace and Welfare of the 
Publique. | 


Pag.4.Reaſ 5. [A] " E may plead the nature of their Cauſe, to move you to 

The Nxure VV compaſſionate your poor afflicted Brethren m their Suf- 

WE. ferings. It ts in your own account but for refuſing Conformity to 
things inaifferent, or at the moſt, of 0 — ty to Salvation. Its 
in their account for the Sake of Chriſt, beeauſe they dare not conſent to. 
that which they judze to be an uſurpation of his Kinzly Power, and an 
accuſation of his Laws as inſufficient, and becauſe they dare not be 
guilty of addition to, or diminution of his Worſhip, er of Worſhipping 
him after any other Law, than that by which they muſt be judzed, or 
ſuch as is meerly ſubordinate to that, 


NOTE XI. 
The ground Here is-one Greſs, and {ommon Principle, which our Schiſ- 
oi the Retor- matical Reformers have laid down as the Foundation where- 


&:@s Schiſme, upon they b::/d, and 7uftifie ther Diſagreements. To wit, that 


Scripture ts the only Rule of Flumane Attions. ] We muſt not Eat,. 


Sleep, Move; without a Text fort. 

Upon this Ridiculons Aſſertion, they pick a Quarrell with 
ſuch Orders of the Church, as are not commanded in the Word of God, 
when yet the Practice of all (\riſtian Churches hitherto extant, 
appears againſt them. 

Gal.1, 8. The Curſe lies againſt him that Preaches another Goſpel. ] 
' 2 Jobnz. 9. Hethat abideth not in the DoCtrine of Chrift, hath not God :>— 
.Row »6. 17. Marque them which cauſe Diviſion and Offences, contrary to the 


Dotrine. 
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Dodctrine which you bave Learned, and avoid them. 
Paul's advice was Decency; in General Terms, not Worſhip 


Thus or ſo ; but Decently ; and leaving to the Church the Fudge- 
ment of that Decency. 


Some Poſture or other we muſt worſhip 1n ; as Kneeling, Sitting, The manner 


Standing, Leaning, Proſtrate ; or the like. It is not faid:; Pr.:y ol Tony 
eft :o the 


1n T his Poſture or in That. But the Commandis ; PRAY. Muit we 
not therefore Pray at all ; for want of a ſtrict Scriptural Directi- 
'01.1n-what Poſture ? 

*Tis the ſame thing, the Caſe of all Thoſe Ceremonies, which 
are only of meer, and ſenſible relation to the Duty. They are 
in Themſelves, Indifferent, but by {ommand made Neceſſary. 

Indeed Agreement even in Outward Forms were a thing; very 
deſirable, among all Chriſtians - would but the Diſagreeins. 
Aodcs, and Humours of ſeveral Flaces bear it: Now ſince that 
cannot be, we are commanded to preſent our Souls to God, in the 
fanie Faith ;, but for the manner of. our Worſhip; the ſenſible-For- 
malities of it : we are to foliow-their Apporntments,. whom God 
has given Dominion over our Bodies : our Lawful Rulers. 

3 oofter upour Prayers,. without axy Szgnificant' Action, were 
toimply a drowſie, flat Regardleſsneſs of what wedo. To make 
the ſame Ceremony, Univerſall, were moſt improper; becauſe in 
ſeveral Places, the ſame Poſture, Or motion, Calries:ſtveral Mears 
N05, 

Well then ; ſince ſome viſeble Afton, is neceffary ;. This, or 
That, ( in it ſelf) Indifferent : The ſame thorowsnt,, unftt ; what 
more agreeable Rational expedient; then fort the Supreme 7Mage+ 

ftrate, toſay, Do This, or That, for. Qrder: ſake, wherein ther?s 
nothing of Repugnancy to (onſcience ? 

But we'll now lay the General Queſtion akde, and.come to 
Faxticulars. | 


{.4] We take Conformity, though to matters. Izarfferent; (if Conformity 
Commanded by a Lawfull Authority ) to be a neceſſary to Salva- neceflary. 


2:0.: ſo that.no doubt remains in this caſe, but concerning the 
eAutbority, 
Further, their. Pretenſe: of: Conference; is both Widez and 


| Weak, 


25 


Now what's all this, to the Exteriour mode of Worſhipping ? St. x Cor.14. 49. 


Clurch, 


IVide , for they diſſent, in things of moſt undeniable Freedome : A queyne 


Why 


| and wherein, they only oppor the Authority, not the Thing. Scruple. 
| p 
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Why not JOYN?”D; in the Marriage office, as well as CON- 
JO YN'D? fo they change WEDDED, into MARRY?D; and 
a hundred ſuch frisks they have. Is This Conſcience ? Theiz 
Fretence 1s weak too, as Thus. 

They undertake to Prohibit ; which requires the ſame Powet 
as to 5ind, To ſay Icannot, is well ; to ſay They muſt not, is Au- 
thoritative : and to ſay, They cannet, borders upon Simple. How 
do they know what others may do, when the ſame thing -may 
be Lawfull to one, and Unlawful to another ? 

They dare not uſzrp ( briſts Kingly Power. Does not our Savi- 
our tell us, his Kingdome is not of this World? and bid us render 
unto Ceſar the things that are Caeſars ? Give me thy Heart ;, Let the 
Body do what it can without the Agreement of the 2254, all's 
Nothing. Keeling before an Idol, is no Sin, ( bating the Scar- 
dal) without the adjuntt of a miſplac'd Devotion : Or if it be, a 
Stumble before an Image is Idolatry. Sin is an obliquity of the Will, 
not This or That Flexure or Poſition of the Body. In Fine; 
Where did our Savionr either command, or forbid any Particular Pc 
ſture of the Body ? At the Inſtitution of the bleſſed Euchariſt, ſays 

Math. 26. 20, the Text, [_ be ſate down with the Twelve.) for which Critical rea- 

| fon, our punctual Chriſtians will fe too at tne Holy {ommunion ;, 

( though in Effect that's not the Poſture.) But we read further, 

Math. 26, 39- that our Blefled Saviour [| fell upon his Face, and Prayd] Why 

: do not our Preciſe Scripturiſts, as well Pray, Troſtrate too, as 
Communicate, Sitting ? 

As if his Laws were inſufficient : they cry, No, neither are they 
yet ſo A#ually explicit, as to ſet down at length all Conſtitutions 
helpful to our Condition : Much is remitted to Political Dif 
cretion ; and 'tis enough if Humane Laws bear but a Noz-repug- 
rancy to the Divine. 

Addition or Dimunition to, or of Gods Worſhip, they dare not aſ- 
ſent to] Let this be underſtood juſt to the Lerter ;, they do't 
Themſelves ; but take it as it properly relates to points unal- 
terable, of Faith, and Dottrine, neither dare we. 


Pag. 5! CB] Things diſpenſible and of themſelves unneceſſary, ſhould not 

Reaſon 5 berigorouſly urged upon him, to whom they would be a ſn, and cauſe 

| of condemnation. It is incaſe of things indifferent in your own judge- 
ment, that we now ſpeak, | 
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+. 8] But things diſpenſable, &c. 7] The more diſpenſable the Com- 
-nand is; the leſs diſpenſable is the obedience. [7 If the Prophet had 
commanded thee a great thing, would'ſt thou not have done it ! How 
much more then when he ſays ro Thee, Waſh and be clean ?] e£ 
Rigorous Injunttion, though of a ſinall matter, is made neceſſary 
by a Frivelens, and /t:ff oppoſal of iv. 


CC] If it be ſaid, that it is humaur, pride, or ſingularity, or pee- 
viſhneſs, or faftion, and not true tenderneſs of Conſcience, that Cau- 
ſeth the doubts, or Nou-conformity of theſe men. We anſwer, ſuch 
(rimes muſt be faſtnedonly oz the Individuals, that are firſt proved 
guilty of them; and nat upon multitudes unnamed, and unkyown, and 
without proof. 


CC] They deny this Incorformity to proceed from Humour, 
Pride, &Cc. and bid us charge Partuculars. ] Every Presbyterian, 


— 


7 


2 Kings 4. 13+ 
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that acted in the late War, and proceeded from Pretext of Con-. 


ſcience, to Subverſion of the Government, and is not yet converted, 
is clearly zHud quod dicere uolo., Thoſe very people are now at 
work again ; upon the ſame Pretenſe, and ( without Breach of 
Charity ) 1 think, we may.conclude, #pon the ſame Deſign. 

But weare not it ſeems to faſten theſe Crimes upon Aſult:- 
tudes unnam'd, unknown, and without Proof. And why not b2- 
ſeech you ? And with much more Reaſon too then They, on 
the other ſide, can pretend to clamour, plead, Sollicite, and 


undertake for the ſame IMultirudes , Unnamed, unknown, and ' 


without Proofs. Eſpecially the one fide proceeding upon Cer- 
tain Evidence in Fa#, and the other uſurping: upon the Prero- 
gative of God himſelf, in judging of other peoples Conſcrences, 
and Thoughts, 


LD If it werewot for fear of ſinning againſt [God ] and wound- 

ing their Conſciences, and haztarding, and hindering their Salvati- 
on, they would readily obey you in all theſe things, it us their fear of 
Sin and Damnation that i their Impediment . 


[D] Here they proteſt, that only fear of Sz and Damnat:- 
on. hinders their obedience. ] Theſe firſt Table-Saints ſtop ſhor” | 
the Fifth Commandement. What Goſpel do theſe Precrſiars . ie 
| by? What Zaw.would their Conformity oftcnd ? And yet they 
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olfer_. 
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offer Oath, that a pure Scruple of Conſcience is their Impediment. 
Their Scruple They could-;zapaſe, andiſwaliow, a Damning, Treaſonous Oath, 
is Fadicn,  againſb the Lay, wyrhow: this Scruple: how come they now tobe 
ſo delicate, when.they have Duty, Conſcience, and'\ Authority to 
warrant. them ?: The naked Truth is. this ; They'd have the King 
Subſcribe. ta the Supremacy. of. the Kirk. 


CE] One would think that a little Charity might ſuffice to enable 
yon to.belicue. them, when. their Non-compliance brings tham_ under 
ſuffering, and their compliance, is. the viſivle way to favour-, ſafety, 
and proſperity in the World, 


LE] Now for. the credit of their. Proteſiations, they argue that 
thetr Non-compliance croſſes their Intereft.] xot ſo (under tavonr) 
by no means. There are more Presbyters,then Biſhops, and every 
Presbyter within his little Territory, is much more then Epiſco- 
pal. Beſide ; it were againſkthe Faith of the Afſeciated Combinati- 
on, for Ten or Twenty. of them, to. turn honeſt, and leave the 
Reſt in the Lurch. 

Again ; Their Argument ofi/ztereſt lies ow, but where it did 
in Forty one, Their Conſciences went then. againſt, the Stream 
too ; and yet (abating ſome odd reckonings,with divine Juſtice ) 
they made a ſhift to make a ſaving Game on't. In ſhort, they 
do but venture a /ittle, in hopes to gain a great deal. 


CAT O you think, the Lord that died for Souls, and: bath ſcat 
Pag.6.Rcaſ 6, 145 to learn what that meanetb © I will have mercy and 
Ty 64, "wg not Sacrifice, *] 25 better pleaſed with Re-ordination, Subſcription and 
1 6 the Ceremonies, than with. the ſaving of Souls, by the means of h1s ow?! 
things inQue- 4pporntment * 
ſtion and the 
Salvation of "IREGER 


Souls. 
N'O-TE. XII. 


CAT VV: have the ſame things over again ſo often, I'm 
| | e'en Sick on't. Butl Reply; *Tis Truth ; Gods 
better pleas'd with the Saumng; of Souls, by the. means of his own Ap- 
porntment ; then &C, Government is Gods Ordinance, Obedience his 
Appointment ; Obey then, and . be ſaved. Re-ordination- is:not 
preſs'd as neceſſary ; nor ( that I know )) Propos#d. ſa; though » 
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deal freely, ( as the Caſe ſtands) I think it were no needtefs Teſt 
of Diſcrimination. 


Subſcription, and Ceremonies are of moſt neceſlary Relation to Ceremonies 
areneceſſiry 


Unity, and Order : which *tis the Churches (are, and Daty to up- 
hold; to prevent Schiſme, and Confuſion. The (burch, in theſe 
Injunftions, does but comply with a Syperiour Command, virtually 
inculcated in all thoſe Precepts that concern Unity and Decency : 
and Theſe Refuſers, ſtrike at God himſelf in their Difobedience 
to his Miniſters. 


[BJ] Concord in Ceremonies, or Re-ordination, or Oaths of obedi- 
ence to Dioceſans, or in your queſtioned particular Forms of Prayer, 
do neither in their nature, or by virtue of any promiſe of God, ſo much 
conduce to Mens Salvation, as the Preaching of the Goſpel doth, by a- 
ble faithful and laborious e Miniſters. And how comes it to paſs that 
unity, concord and order muſt be placed in thoſe things, which are no 
way neceſſary thereto. Will there not bt order and concord in Holy o- 
bedience and acceptable Worſhipping of God, on the Terms which we 
ow propoſe and crave, without the foreſaid matter of offence ? 


[37 Obſerve this Clauſe well. Here's firſt Imply'd a Com- They oppoſe | 
petition betwixt the E flicacy of a Sermorn,and of a Ceremony, &c. t' e Power not 
Whereas we put This difference ; the one, is Gods Ordinance ; *Þ< Thing: 


the other, «Mans. Yet is it in ſuch ſort Humane, as that the 
Authority is virtually Divine. 

Seenow their Complement upon the Epiſcopal Cterry : As if the 
Church of England had no able Preachers, but 2 on-Conformiſts : 
TheFruit of whoſe Laborious Miniſtry has been a Twenty-years 
Rebellion. 

But the point moſt remarkable, is This. ?Tis CEREMONY 
they oppoſe ; not Thi or that Injunttion, as of ill choyce or ten- 
dency; but as an Impoſition. Their Plea is a Rejection of the 
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to Qrdec., 


Pa8. 7. 


Power Im fines more then of the ching Impoſed : 'Tis the (om-- 
it 


mand foriooth that they dillike, ['as an Addition to Gods Worſhip. 
Let Confidence it ſelf bluſh for Theſe People. 

Pray'e what's the difference betwixt Addition to Gods Worſhip, 
in Words, or in Actions ? Only the One works upon the Eye, the 


Other upon the Ear ;-Both tending to the ſame Effect, and' 


Marks of our Cv-ceipe, alike ;, whether by a Szanificarty of na- 


ture, or of eAgreement, matters not much. They ſeem to. 


allow of a Ser-form of words, why not of tions too ? Since 
neither, 


pens ore 3 Sg 


f 


T ie. I. FJ, 


Tte Piesbyte- 
r1ans {wear 
ſree:y, 


The Relaps'd ApoState. 
neither the Oe, nor the other amounts to any thing, but as 
they are Qualify'd, and Tinturd with the Intention. Says the 
Command; SAY Thus ; and why not DO Thus too ; Grant 
Beth ; or neither : for Theſe Two, Stand or fall, by the ſame eAtr- 
gument. WEE askno more liberty then THEY take. Their 
Prayers, and Forms are not Atually in the Scripture 5 Onur Rite; 
and Ceremonies are virtually there. Forth:s Cauſe ( lays St. Par! 
to Titus ) I left thee in Crete, that tou ſhou!dejt ſet in Order the thing: 
that are wanting, and ordain Elders in every City, as Thad appornted 
Thee. ] Here's a Commiſſion at Large, toſet iz Order, but What, 
or How, remitted to Diſcretion. 


Touching Re-o7dination we have ſpoken before. A Word 
now concerning their Oaths of Obeatence to Dioceſans. 

That Theſe perſons donot much ſtick at an Oath, is evi- 
dent from the many Oaths they have already taken ; divers of 
which being of direCt {ontradition, would make a man ſuſpect, 
they did not much heed what they ſwear. Only zow when the 
Oath they ſhoald take, comes in Queſtion, a Qualme of Conſci- 


ence ſeizes them. They cannot ſwear obedience to Dioceſans. That 


is, they will not ſubmit to Epiſcopal Government : or yet in plainer 
Engliſh, They'll ſet up PRES BY TERY and Rule us Themſelves. 
Why ſhould theſe men be _— without an Oath, according 
to the Law, that have ſo freely ſworn, againſt the Law '? Nay, 
did not Modeſty reſtrain me, I ſhould diſcourſe the Inſecurity 


of crediting thoſe people upon their Oath ; that have already 


broken ſo many. Again, They plead Exemption from Swearing, 


that of all Mortalls were the moſt Violent Erforcers of it. 


Now to our Qreſtion'd Forms of Prayer. } Who Queſtions 
them, but they that Queſtion'd as well our Form of Govern- 


ment ? Thoſe miſerable Hypocries, whoſe Breatis are yct icarce 


tweet, ſince they ſwore Laſt againſt the King, and voted clown 
the Biſhops. Agreement in the manner of Worſhip ought to be 
the Churches Care , The Peoples Duty is ſub-ſſion, and Obedi- 
ence , to which, God in the very Precept, has annex'd a Pro- 
miſſory Bleſſing : and he that reſiſts, ſhall recerve to 111mſelf Dane 


nation. 


[C7] We here ſhew you that we are no Enemic: t0 order, and ou 
long importwnity for the means of (oncord, dot': ſac that we are not 
Enemies to concord, 
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-CC? But They are no Enemies ( they ſay ) to Order, and Con- 
-ord. And in this point we our ſelves may venture to be their 
Compurgators. We are their Witneſſes, what pains they 
took to bring all toa Presbyterian Rule, and Order : and to u- 
nite the People in 2 federal Concer d, againlt their Prince, by a 
Rebellions Covenant. i 


_ CD] We bumbly crave that reproch may not be added to affliftion, 
and thut none may be called Fations that are not proved juch ;, and 2 
that Laws impoſing things indifferent in your Fudgem:i nt, and ſinſull © i. © 
in theirs, they may not be made the rule to judge of Fattion. ET Þ 


[CD] Here they demand, that none may be call'd Failivus, that Who are : 
are not prov'd ſo, ] Content ; What is it to be Fatiores, but ro Fattious. E ; 
promote, and ſtir up Difaff :6ttons ag ainſt the ſtated Government ? At 
This Rate, all the t reachers, Writers, Printers, &c. againlt the oP 
Epiſcopal Order, or the Conſtitutions of the Church are Fattius, bj 
More especzally ; the Publiſhers, and Contrivers of the Perztzon for 
Peace; the Presbytcrian LeAurers ; ( Twenty for One ) and their | 
Abettors may be reckon'd among the Fa#:ious. But in fine, let | 4 
them prove our Ceremonies Uulawfull, we'll ſoon ſhew them | ( þ 
who 18 Faftzozrs, Their next Propoſition, that the Law may not 
be made the Rule to judge of Faton is (I perſwade my ſelf Ya. 

Slip more then they meant us. The Law #5 above the King, they. 
ofcen tell us; and yet They'd be ab:vethe Law. This is to dtaw 
an Appeal from the Bench to the Barr , ro dama the Tudaement of bs 
the Law, and make a Presbyterian tne Fudge of Fattion. | 


CET] It ts erſie to make any man an Off:nder, by making Laws 
which his C onſcience will not allow him to obſerve, and it's as eaſie 
to make that ſame man ceaſe to be diſobedient, obſtinate, or fatlions, 
without any change at all in him by taking down ſuch needleſs Laws, © 


CE] They come ow to preſſe, the violence of the Laws upon LP 
their Conſciences, ] Whereas 'tis evident, that Srrezght, and p: 
Gentle Laws, have met with Suur, and crocked Humors. They , 
lay, the Law makzs te Offi::der : may they not charge the De- Rom.7.7,8. 9 
calozur, by the ſame rule ? What ſhall we ſay then ? ( Tays St. Paul ) | | 


the Law : for Ih1d not krotn Luſt, exccpt the Law bad ſaid, Thou | 
ſhalt wot Covet 5; But Sin takgnr occaſion” by the Commandement, "1 
F wrought f 
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wrought in meall manner of Concupiſcence. 7] Sin is the Tranſgreſli- 
on ofthe Law; the Diſobedience not the Precept. - 
his Freedome of Challenging the Law, leads to an Arraign- 
ment of the Ten Commandements, The Idolater excepts to the 
firſt, and Second ;, the Blaſphemer, to the Third; the Sabbath- 
breaker,to the Fourth ;, the Rebell to the Fifth; the Iurtherer, to 
the Szxth; the Aadulterer, to the Seventh; the Thief, to the Eight; 
the Slanderer, to the Ninth ; the Extortioner, to the Tenth. - 
Well, but their Conſciences cannot ſubmit to obſerve ſuch and 


ſach Laws. Truly, to give them their Due, nor any Other nei- 


ther but of their own making. Though every man may be al- 
low'd to be the Fudge of his own Conſcience ; yet there are many 
Caſes wherein men ought to be ſeverely prniſhd, for Atting ac- 
cording to their Conſciences: For Conſcience may be miſiaform d;,and 
beyonddoubt, there never yet was any Hereſie, but had ſome 
well meaning Believers of the opinion. Grant but this Liberty to 
the Presbyerians( as upon Equity of Conſcience ) all other Fattions, 
have the ſame Title to it. | 
Where are we They, but i an unverſal State of War ? His 

Conſcience will have no King ;, eAnothers, no Biſhops , a Third,no 
Laws ;, a Fourth, no Religion ;, One will have Women in Common ; 
Another, Goods: In fine ; Our Peace, Comfort, and Reaſon ; nay, 
and the Dignity of Humane I ature ;, eAll that is Noble, in us, or 
belonging to us, 1s by This Presbyterian Argument of an Imaginary 
alin, drowned in Brutiality, and Confuſion. | 

. What Remedy then? When betwixt Law, and Conſcience, there 
5 areal Diſagreement * Where ſo it happens; rather let People 
Innocently ſuffer, though they loſe their Freedome, then by a fox! 
Reſiſtance endanger their Salvation torecover it. 

\ But They'd be quzer, they ſay, if ſome needleſs Laws were taken 


away, Yes; as they were before, when under Colour only ot 


Regulating tome ſuch needleſs Laws, they deſtroy'd all the Reſt. 


[F] Sad experience tells the World, that if the 1ſiniſters that we 
are pleading for, be laid aſide, there are not competent men enough 
zo ſupply their Rooms, and equally to promote the Salvation of the 
Flicks : This is acknowledged by them, who ſtull give it as the reaſon 
why Miniſters are not to 4 truſted with the expreſſing of their deſires 
in their own words, nor ſo much as to chuſe which ('hapter to read as 
well as which Texttopreach on, to their Auditours, becauſe we ſhall 


ha” eHiaiſters ſo weak, a; to be wnfit for ſuch a truſt. 


[FJ] Thei: 


an. Gm. aA MX 
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CF] Their Complaint,: is for want of Competent men to ſupply 
the place. of their eAiniſters [_ Still they confine the [| Competent J Wh: 
to their own Party : Reaſoning the weakzeſs of the Miniſters, be- [es 
cauſe they may not be Entruſted, to Pray in their own words, or te | 
chuſe their own Chapters, &C. ] 

Theſe Gentlemen have ſome reaſon to know, that there are ; 
Knaves, as well as Fools; and that the Fatious, are leſs fit.to be | 
Truſted with That Ziberty, then the Szmple. ; 


CAT _— perſons that we now ſpeak, for, are ready to ſubſcribe Pag.8.Reaſ.7. 
to all contained in the Holy Scriptures , and willing to YneNon-oh- £4 


OWE formiſts ſub- 
be obliged by the Laws of men to praftice it. pur "4 
le nd ___ rhingsnecef- , 
ſary to Sal- 
NOTE. XIII. | vation. 


CA] Ruly we have an Obligation to Theſe Reformers, that 
Ti the Law requires it, they will ſubſcribe to the con- | 

tents of the Holy Bible : But that muſt be with their own Com- 

meat too. They puzzle the Yulgar with a blind notion of Things # 

neceſſary to Salvation ; as if the ſole belief of the Divine Authority Y, 

of Sacred Writ, and of the Myſteries, therein compriſed, were 

enough to carry a man to Heaven. | 

Some Things are neceſſary to Salvation, as We are Chriſtians. Things necel- 
That isz the Summe of the Carholick Faith, ( according to our fary toSalva- 
Confeſſion ) which except a man believe faithfully, he cannot be ſa. | 
ved. 7] or in ſhort ; an un-doubting Reſignaticn and Submiſſion | Th, 
to the explicite Doctrine of the Bzble, teaching Salvation : | 
Thele are things, Primarily, Evidently, and wnchangeably neceſ= 
ſary, equally binding all 2umare fleſh without diſtinCtion. 

Some things again, are zeceſſary to our Salvation, as we are 
Hen in Society ;, for Inſtance, Subjects. And theſe are mat- 
ters commonly, in Themſe!ves, Indifferent, Changeable, in their 
Qualities, Temporary in their Obligation ;, and yet neceſſary by « 
Colleion. The ſhort of all is T hes ; Where the Law of the Land Pea 
does not Thwart the Zaw of God; or That of Nature ; we ere hi 12 
to obey the Politique Magiſirate, upon pain of Damnation. | me: 


F 2 [B7 Seerng 
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* [BJ Secing then you do profeſs that noxe of your Iinpoſutrony, 
cannot be concluded from the Scripture, are neceſſary to Salvation : 
lex them not conſequently be made neceſſary to-#, aud- more neceſſary 
than that which 5 ordinarily neceſſary. | 


[B] That Impoſuions are not neceſſary to Salvation; ] We an- 


ſver, They arc not zeceſſary to be impes?d;, but neceſlary to be 


obey'd. It 1s not ſimply neceſſary to Salvation to remove a Chair, 
but if my Father bids me, it proves conſequently ſo ; For my 
-.:5% 2.: .-. Father commands the Thing, and God ſays obey your Father. 
"'pag-9. —['C] That ſmaller things muſt not be impoſed by unproportionable 
i Þ penalties. 


[C] Concerning the meaſure betwixt the Fault and the Puniſl- 
ment; Let the Laweſtimate the ove and proportion the Other 
P#rvate Perſorrs are not to Correct Publick Laws. 


LD7] The Church may not make any thing neceſſary to preaching-it 


ſelf; that is of it ſelf unneceſſary, and.not. antecedently niceſſary, at 


leaſt by accident. 
CD] Many a man may be duly qual:fy* 
of Oradination, ( for the purpoſe ) or eAbiliy, that yet inother 
regards is not fit to come into a Pulpzr, 1 hope, refuſing to 
communicate with the Church, may paſs for as fair an Impeai- 
ment ; as refuſing to Covenant againſt it. (Tamenforc'd to rc- 
freſh theſe Gentlemens memories cver and anon. ): 


Pag.9.Reaſ.8. | þ our Religion be laid upon your particul:r Liturgy, we -ſhak 
As well the teach the Papiſts further - to inſult, by- acking us, where was our 
Maſs-Book 2 goJigion two hundred years ago ? The Common- Prayer-Book as dif- 
_—_— fering from the Muſs -Book, veing not ſo old, and that which might 
F" then be the matter of a change, ts not ſo much unchangeable it ſelf, but 
that thoſe alterations may be accepted for ends ſo deſireable as are now 

before, #4. | 


NOTE. 


d tor reach, in point 
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O this we anſwer, that our. Relzgion 1$ unalterable ; our Ls- 
turgynot. If a Papiſt ahs a Presbyterian where his Religion 
was two hundred years ago? he might as well ask him,where 'ewill 
be two bundred years hence ? But's that's a harder Queltion to a 
Puritan, then to a Catholique. | 
Further; to preſſe the D:fferings, or agreement of the {om- 
mon-Prayer-Book, from or with 'the Mafs-book, .is more a hiſt 
then an Argument. We'll keep to our Aaverſary.. ? Tis our 
Profeſſion, that the Form 1s eAlterable;, but by the ſam? power 
onely that E/tabliſh'd it; Not by a Comventicle, or a Club of. 
Running-Lefurers; but by a grave conſult of Reverend Di- 
vines:; that is; Prepar'd by them, and fitted tor the ſtamp of 
the Suprear: Antheority, : 


'F we may not have the Liberty of the: Primitive times, whett far, pag, g Reaſ'g. 
ought can beproved, no Liturgical Forms were impoſed upou any, The Liveriy 
Church, yet at leaſt let us have the Liherty of the following + Age, v the Anc.enc 
when under the ſame Prince th re were diverſity of Liturgies, . and MES 
particular Paſtors, had the power of makzng and altering then for. | 

their particular Churches. ep | 


—_ 
— 


NOTE XV. 


"7 Ow theſe good people beat the Buſh, and yet ſtart no- 
Heim g! The Liverty of the Primitive Times, &C,] what Pri- 
mitive Times ? where will theſe men begin.their Reckoning ? 
The late Primate of Ireland, tells us, that [all the Courches ia 
the Chrijhan world, in the firſt, and Beſt times, had their ſet forms 
of Liturgy, whereof moſt are extant in the writnigs of the Fathers, 
at this day”) 'when you Pray, ſay, Our Father, &c.] in the Apoſtles Tyke rx.2, 
age, the Holy Ghoſt abundantly ſupply'd allbumnane need: by ſuper- 
natural Graces, and Ii-ſpirations, But the uſe of Luurpres 1s, tor 
clear, toſuffer or admit 2 contradiction. . | 
Yet this they are not very earivit in; allow them only the g nn. 
Liberty of the follow:::7 Agis] and what was that I beſ22ch ye ? que; 
Ozly the power of mares aud altering Litui nies inemſelues ; as yo 
cr 


Jehnion. 
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der _ the ſame Prince has been formerly permitted to Particular 
Paſtors. : 

Vick ſhifts would -better. have become a Club of Foſc- 
Courſers, then a Conſult of Divines; for this is only dreſling 
the ſound leg of a Jade that wants an Eye. Look ye be not 
Cheated with Their Ambition, and never trouble your ſelves 
for their Conſciences : They'l ſhift in all weathers; for in caſe 
.of neceſlity, 

Pig may be Eaten, Tea Exceedingly well Enter. 


\ I would the whole Nation might but once dream of ſuch a 
Wheipping, as when theſe Sir-Zohns got the Law into their own 
hands, their bounty would beſtow upon them. They would 
uſe no other bxg-word to their Childrex, then the Presbyterians 
AYCC ommeg . 


Were't not a blefſed Reformation, to have an Almighty Inqui- 


"ſition, ſet up in every Pariſh; to ſee a Pontifical Presbyrer Tule as 


King and Prieſt over the Eſtates and Conſciences of his ſubjeted 
congregation ? To have but One (ommandement to keep, -inſtead 
of Ten ; Obey the Presbyter. In truth 'tis ſuch a Government. gf 
Clonts, I cannotchuſe but play the Fool with it : Briefly ; when 
They're permitted to make Laws, let #s make Halters : We have 
taſted them already, andif They proceed to mind #s of their 
Old Diſcipline, let us mind one another of our Old ſlavery ; and 
Ther too, that they now plead for a Brat, by ther own rule not 
ro be received into the Church; for it was concerved in Schiſme and 
Brought forth in Rebellion.;, ( God bleile us ) I mean Presbyrery. 


Whereas they urge, that ſeveral Liturgies have been allowed 
m#nder the ſame Prince, 8c. Confeſs'd : It hath been fo, and may 
be ſo again, and wich good reaſon too; yet all rhis while, This 
proves no 7z#le our Pretenders haveto the ſame Liberty. 

Where P-ople of differing Humours, and wonted to differing 
(uftomes, are 1nited under the ſame Prince ;, Prudence adviles a 
Drverſiry of Liturgies. Again >; 'Tis one thing to perſwade a 
Prince ; anothec thing to force him ( but the main reaſon is yet 
to come. ) Theſe bold Peritioners preſſe the King to give them 
what they Gor, and kept, ( io long as they could hold1t ) by Re- 
bellion: to grant away, what his Royall Father held dearer then 
his Bloud ;, and to compleat the ſhameleſle propoſition, ſome 
of the now-Perrtioner? to the Son, were the hot Perſecutors of the 
Father. In 
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In fine, they act, as if they would vie Provocation with the 
Kings Mercy : they ask, That which his Majeſty cannot grazr, 
but with a Doxb{ hazzardto himſelf; both from the Govern: 
ment, and from the Perſons.” 


CAT] FF you ſhould rejett ( which Gad forbid) the moderate Propo- Pa g.Reaf.1o; 

I:z which now and formerly we have made, we humbly crave The hazard oj 
leave to offer it to your conſideration, what Tudgement all the Prote- Retvſing. | 
ſtant Churches are likely to paſs on your proceedings, and how your S 
cauſe and ours will ſtand repreſented to them, and to all ſuccee- | | 
ding eAges. | 


NO TE. XVI. 205 k 


LAT S to the Proteſtant Churches ;, (ifthey have not chang'd Presbyrerians 
their opinions ) they will give the ſame judgement of no Proteltanes 

Theſe people zow, which they did formerly. That is ; they 

will difown Them, and their 4ftions, for being ſo ſmgular and 

Empious, as to oppole the Reaſon, Right, and Praftice of all 0+ 1 

ther I at0n; : who Generally have their ſer-forms of Prayer. 

Touching the AZoacration of their Propoſals, it is already e- 

nough Toror ious, | | 


. [BJ IF after our ſubmiſſion to his Majeſties Declaration, and af- 
ter our own Propoſals of the Prinitive Epiſcopacy, and of ſuch a Li- 
turgy as here we tender, we may not be permitted to exerciſe aur eAfi- (| 
miſtry, or enjoy the Publich Worſhip of God, the Pens of thoſe Lear- | 
ned, moderate Biſhops will bear witneſs againſt you,, that were once 
employed as the chief Defenders of that cauſe ( we mean ſuch as Reve- 
rend Biſhop Hall and Uſher }) who have publiſhed. ta the World that 
much leſs than this might have ſervedto our ſraternal Unity and Peace. 


[CB] If after ozr Submiſſion &c.7] (they ſay.) Prodigious Bold- 
neſle, and Ingratitude ! Subm:ſion ? as if the King had Preſ#d, 
when he Relax'd them : an 1ndulgence beyond Preſident, be- 
ſtow*d upon a people void of Senſe. Indeed a eFeritorious Pati- 
ence was their Submiſſion. Content they were not, for many of 
the Presbyterian T reachers hexe about the Town, Perition'd for 
more, fo ſoon 25 T hat was Granted. 


© ./ 


But: 
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Bit how have they ſubmitted ? They have not Srrock, Thats all. 
Po they not dayly Freach, Write, Print againſt Epiſcopacy ;' in” 
oppoſition to the expreſs Intex, 1d Lerrer of the aforeſaid 
Declaration ? Do they not prejudge the Syed, to Whichthat De- 

claration refersthem ? Yes, and abuſe the Freedome of propo- 

ling ſome Alterations, by the Rejettion of the Whole. Suitable to 

"ii 'Fhis Sabmiſſion, are Their Propoſals, both of the Primitive Epiſ. 
© copacy, ardof their Liturgy. Fheir Liturgy, as we have Po- 

ken formerly, is a Conteit for Do-mmion, not for Conſcience, and 

comes-to This at Lalit; JIf they may not Rule, they will not Wor- 
hip. 
: [Their Primitive Epiſcopacy, ſounds as much as Presbitery : for 
they confound the Terms, as it Biſhop and ſresbyter were Original- 
Sm fymnuus, ty the fame; and Prelacy ( as the Queyni Smettymnuus has it ) 
Pa_.23. of D:abolical ——_—_ not of Apo/folical Intention. At This Rate, 
what do they offer, in a Primitive Epiſcopacy? Biſhops ittruth 

they alow, but ſo, that every Presbyeer mult be a Beſhop. | 
To give the matter Credzt ; they Appeal to the Reverend 
Hall, and Uſher, thoſe Learned, Moderate Biſhops ( as they 
Term them ) whoſe Pens are to bear witneſs againit Theſe now 
in Being, and Authority, if they refuſe their Askings. 1am 
told; ( and I believe it ) that at leaſt Oe of the Surftyammuans 
had a hand in this New Litmgy, and Tetition for Peace. If fo, 
I mt needs put the Gentleman an untoward )ueſtion. 

1s Biſhop Hall ſo much improv'd ſince he Dy'd?( in truth a Pre- 
late to whoſe Memory the Church of Ezgland owes great Reve- 
rence. ) This was that Learn'd aud Moderate Biſhop, that Sme- 
tymnunso beſpatter'd under the Name of the Remonſtrant. But 
will you ſee now how that 1Voble Prelate was bayted by fue of our 


new-fangled Primitive Biſhops ? S.M.E.C.T.Y.M.N.W.S. 


that is to ſay, Stephen Jarſhal, Edmond Calamy, Timothy Toung, 
Mathew Newcomen and William Spurſtow. 


Varie Lectiones 1pon 
Reverend, Mederate, and Learned. 


Epiſcopal bravado. Pag. 3.] Treaſon Treaſon, Pag. 4.7] We 
know not what his Arrogancy might a'tempt. Pag.1 4. So many Fal- 
tic: and Contraliftions. Fa3. 15 7 A Face of co.fident Buldncſs, 
A Sel/-ronfounded mar.—-I otorious Fallity--1bid. ] His Notori- 


04S | no: leave his——Pag. 16. ] 
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; "Os durum— forgets net himſelf, but God alſo. Words bordering 
upon Blaſphemy—] Indignation will not ſuffer us to proſecute theſe. 
Falſities ] —Pag. 18. ] 

A'Stirrup for Antichriſt |—Pag. 30. ]- Avntichriſtian Govern- 
ment ]——Pag. 65. ]—We thank God we are none of you. ) Pag. 
74+. | ——Borders upon Antichriſt. Pag. 80. J—Pride, Rebellion, 
_—_ Unthank-fulneſs, which have sſſued from Epiſcopacy. |] 

ag. 8. 


Theſe were Favours of the Biſhops own laying up ; and ſo 
much for the Reverend, Moderate, and Learned. | 

It ſeems a Presbyter in the Chairs not Infallible : why may they 
not miſtake themſelves as well in the Biſhops opinion as in his 
Charatter ? Or may they not forget their Propoſfll they have 
ofter'd, aswell as the Injuries ? Will theſe Gentlemen ſubſcribe. 
to the Biſhops Epsſcopacy by Divine Right, Or will they ſhew, 
wherever he pals'd a Contradittion upon himſelf. | 

| Nay, come to his Modeſt offer, to the Aſſembly in 1644. 

1s That the Peice ſhall rife in Fudgement againſt us ? ( and That yer 
was par'd as Cloſe as cloſe could be, the better to comply with 
the Sullenneſs ofa Prevailing Faftion.) Hear what the Biſhop 
ſaysin That Treatiſe then, 


There never yet ws any Hiſtory of the Church, wherein there was y;qyop Hall's 
not full mention made of Biſhops, as the only Governours thereof. Modelt offer, 
PAa3s 3» 
The Rules of Church Government laid forth in the Epiſtles to Ti- Ibid. pog. 4 
mothy 4d Titus, ds ſuppoſe, and Impart that very proper Turifdifti- 
on which is claim'd by Epiſcopacy at this day.) | 
The Ci-aſſeſſion of a Lay-Presbytery he dilapproves : andin his Pas. 15. 
Epiſtle Deaicatory to his Epiſcopacy by Divine Reght, This ; [_ If 
any man Living can ſhew any one Lay-Presbyter that ever was in the 
World till Farell, and Viret firſt created him, let me forfeit my Re- 
putation to Shame, and my Life to Fuſtice. 


See now what the late Primate of Armagh ſays in his Diretti- 
0n, Of 1642. 
 Epiſcopd Ordination, and Furiſdition hath expreſs Warrant, sn 
| holy Scriptures : as namely Titus 1.5. For this Caufe left I Thee 
'm Crete , that thou ſhouldeſt ſet in order, things taat are wanting, 
| md ordain Presbyters ;that 1s, Miniſters in every City ; as _ 
| II 
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firſt of Timmthy 5 . 22. lay. hands ſuddenly 01 10-man ; and Verſe 19, 
Againſt a Presbyter, or Miniſter, recevve not an Accufation.but uw 
der T wo or Three Witneſſes. ] Pag. 4' | 
- No other Government' heard of wn the Churches for 1500. year: 
and more, thenby Biſhops. ] Pag.5. 


This is enough toclear the Authority of the Infitution; But: 
That, they'll fay is not the Queſtion? Theſe Reverend Bifhaps 
gave their Judgements, of, and for a Primitive Epiſcopacy : and 
toia Covenant io Regutared, thefe Divines offer to fubmis; That 
is; they will allow aBilhop4to Rule tx Conſartation with his Presbys! 
ters: and I his looks gayly:tothe Common People. 

Rule wit1115 Presbyters,( they cry') andwaillnot that content him? 
Whos, *. ort:iche' Bifhops te as abſolute as Popes ? and Then; the Or-: 
a&r's preſeutly-proclant'd. for Amichriftear: and War dengunc'd» 
againit al! Comiumtions of Th-ir framing, as. Super/tztioums, Nay, 


the moſt ſolemn Forms and Ord:rs of the Church:: though ve- 


nerable for their long Continuance, Uſe, Decercy, and Univerſal 
Praftice, are thrown ot, as Idolatrous, , becanſe the Biſhops fa- 
wer them. Ot io great tnomentare the Fallacies of pleaſing words 
where'there wants 5ll, or caretc taltthe bitrer meaning. 

But alas ! Thoſe imple Wretches: that inveigh againſt the: 
Tyranny and Claim: of Biſhops; and with an undiſtinguiſhing rage, 
confound the perſons with their Cap : how do they draw-upon 
themſelves the thing they Fear, and turioully oppoſe the ſum of. 
their own wiſhes? | 

Do they firſt know-what *tis, To RULE 2» CONSOCIATI- 

It is To Degrade a Biſhop into a Prime Paſtor : to difrobe him of 
hs Apoſtolical prelation of Degree, and. allow him a Complementa!l 
priority of Order. This Immiuauen of Biſhops, will doubtleſs, not 
diſpleaſe their Enemes ;, but let: them havea care for in that 
very Ad and 1nſiant, wherein they fetch a Biſhop down to a Pres- 
byter, does every Presbyter become a Biſhop: ſo that for five and 


_ twenty they pluck down, they ſet up ſoine ren thouſand. 


T his was tbe Cheat that food the People into thoſe Trmults, 
which the Smeftymnuans entred the Liſts to juſtifice. A Prins- 


tive Epiſcopacy was the' Preter;ſe, which they boyl'd down at. 


length into a rank, Presbytery, and more Jmperious. Thus was 
the Government of the Church deitroyed; and after the fame mar- 
ae&x, That of the State. 
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The Relaps'd ApoState. 
iſ. The Kang was to: govern with: bis Parliament.) This ſaying 


carryed-aPopulariſound ; and the e Iſnlretude were notable to. 


comprehend the. Dr#t of it. Ln thort, they brought his Majeſty 
Aclit,: to be oze-5f the. three:Eſtates ;, CES anal 
lower, till they:Dethron'd him, and-at laſt Aturiber?d big. 

This was the curſed Iſſue of a Preterſc, to the Regulation of #lo- 
warchy aud Epeſcopacy. 

But to end this point : The Reformers. wonld perſwade the 
world, That they. have made .a Tender of more yielding, than the 
foremention'd Reverend Biſhops have accounted neceſſary to Frater- 
wnaliOnty and Peace. 

Weanſwer ; That to make This good, they mvuEprorve, that 
"Theſe Biſhops have renounc d the'r -©, :frop4/, ail Ss i r1meere 
dent Authority : or inftance for Thom won) [hvy ace 
knowledge it. -Not £0 inf” 2 fs nront, oj Fra 
ming a new Liturgy, wi hout a ; . (54g $06: 24:6 the 
ftabliſhed Government witho;u «tu. 0 


EC] eArd we dowbt not but youk, ow ' +; +: 17 avid range a thing 
vt $5 that you require -1n the « oint of Reo: cue: n, Wt 4 Cancn d- 
rorg [t thoſe called the Apoſtles depoſeih thije that Re-c; 4ain, and 
that are re-ordained. 


. [CJ Tonching Reordination: ( with ſubmiſſion )1 donot un- 
derſtand it either abſolutely Requiſite, or Vnlan ful: nor. canI 
learn that it is Preſs'd, as they pretend. 

The Caron. whereupon they ground, is This. [7 S: quis Epsſ- 
cops, aut Prebyter, aut Diaconus, ſecundam ab aliquo Ordinatio- 
nem ſuſceperit, depoutor, tam ipſe, quam qui ipſum Ordinavit, niſs 
forte —_ eum Ordinationem hahere ah he: eticts. Qui enim a talibus 
Baptizati, aut Ordinats ſunt, hineque Fideles, neque Clerict eſſe poſ- 
ſunt. ] If any Biſhop, Presbyter, or Deacon, ſhall receive from 
any man ( ab aliguo) a ſccond Ordination, let the Perſon Ordas- 
ning ( qui ipſum ordinavit ) and the Perſon Ordained, be both 
Depaſed, unleſs it appear, that his prior Ordination was by He- 
retieks. For thoſe that are cither Baptized or Ordained by ſuch 
cannot be reputed either Behevers or (lergy-men. - 


Obſerve firſt,-that This Canor preſuppoſes a Regular, . aud Epij- 
copat Ordination: ab aliquo © qui ordinavit : referring ſingly tothe 


Biſhop, whoſe Aſiſftence 1s deent'd ſo Eſſential tothe work, as that 
| No Biſhop ,no Ordination, 
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Next, there's an Error in the C*zor + For, If Baptiſmſeriouſly 
be edminiſtred in the ſame Element, and with the ſame farm of words 
which Chrifts Inſtitution Teacheth, there ts no other defett in the 
world; that can make it Fruſtrate. ] So.that This (ner avails 
them little, either in reſpeCtof the Scope of it, or the Authority. 

But is Re-ordination ( ſay they ) ſozewand ſtrange. a thing ? I 
am ſorry to ſee Smeftymnmuus quarrel with himſelf, * We had :t 
114 the beginning of Queen Elizabeth, wrg*d, and: received: and 
with leſs.colour Then, than Now: for there a true neceſſity lay up- 
on them : They fled for Conſcionce, and received Orders in the Re- 
formed Churches ;, not in contempt of Biſhops, but only for wart 
of them. 'Whereas our cavilling Pretenders, have caſt them off ; 
Rejetted their Authority ;, Uſurped their Power ; laid violent hands up- 
on their ſacred Order ;, and after all, they have the confidence, 
to claim, from their [ntruſrons, and ſtill adhere tothe equiry.of 
"Their Rewvolr. 


[DJ] Not only the former Biſhops of England, that were more 
mederate were againſt it, but even the moſt fervent adverſaries of the 
Presbyterian way ;, ſuch as Biſhop Bancroft himſelf ;, how ſtrange 
muſt 'it-needs ſeem to the Reformed ( burches, to the whole Chriſtian 
World, and to future Generations, that ſo many able, faithful Minis 
ſters, ſhould be laid by as broken Veſſells, becauſe they dare not be re- 
ordained ? and that ſo many have been put upon ſo new and ſo General- 
ly diſ-relliſhed a thing. "I 


[DJ] Biſhop Bancroft ( they ſay ) was againſt it : ( no Presby- 
terian Biſnop. ) Could but theſe Gentlemen have ſeen beyond 
their Noſes, they woukl have fpar'd' this Inſtance : Mark now 
how Bancroft was againlt it. | 

In 1610. a Queſtion was moved by Dottor Andrews, Biſhop of 
Ely, touching the Conſecration of three Scottiſh Biſhops ; who, as he 
ſaid, muſt firſt be ordained Presbyters, as having recerved no Ordina- 
tion from a Biſhop. Bancroft being by, maintained it not neceſſary, 
ſeeing where Biſhops could not be had, the Ordination given by the 
2. ng muſt be eſteemed lawful. ] This carri'd it. 


Hence, it appears, that if Biſhops could have bees had, their 
Ordination by Presbyters had not been lawful. Had not theſe Gen- 
tlemen now as good have let the old Biſhop alone, as have ta- 
ken the Dorr ? as Smefiymmu has it. | 


Let. 
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- Let riot the World believe yet, that theſe Complainers are 
out of play, barelyupon the account of Re-ordinatior. None 
are Twri'doxt(( ſofaras i can hear ) upon That Scruple ; But 


| - fare, *tis a fair reaſon not to Admir them : For it denotes them 


Fa#tions, and in Truth, the common buſineſs of their Le&ures 
is notorious Schiſme, 


Tz holy Ghoſt hath commanardyou to over-ſee the Flock, net by P.x9 Reiſ.1x; 


conſtraint, but willingly ;, not as being Lords over God's heritage, 
but as Enſamples to the Flock, ' And that it 15 not only more comfor- 
table to your ſelves, tobe loved as the Fathers, than to be eſteemed the 
Afﬀfifters of the Church ; but that it is needful to the ends of your Mi- 
mſtry far the People. When you are loved, your doftrine will more 
eaſily be received. But when men think that their Souls or Liberties 
are endangered by you, it"s eaſic tojudge how much they are like is 
profit by you. - 


g—— 


NOTE XVII. 


Elieve me, and we are now upon a weighty Queſlion: gge Church 
Who ſhall be Fudge, the People,. or the Church : Which #5 clin Judas | 


Chriſt's Flock ? That is, Whether ſhall One be the Fudge of all the 
Reſt ; or all. the Reſt be the Fudge of that One ? ( for that is the 
point ) What ſignifies the Mulrirade, but a number of ſingle 
Perſons, where each Individual atts, and accompts for himſelf? 
whereas the Church, is both by Divine Deputation, and by. Po- 
litical Pattion, Authori?d and Acknowledg'd to be the Fudge of All. 
If there were nothing int but common Expedience ; Reaſon of 
Trtereft,, and of State: me-thinks, That mighr ſuſice, to make 
us reſt in Their: Decrees, to whom, as by a general reference, we 
have ſubjected the Decs/zon of all our Differences: ' But the Be- 
nignity of Providence treats us more kindly yer ; annexing all 
the Bleſſings of bath Worlds to our Obearzence + which ſurely no 
man will oppoſe, that is'not wholly. void of Religion, eAoral 
Honeſty, and of commox Prudence. | 
But zt 7s better. to obey God'then Man, they'l tell us. Has the 
Church any ka over eur ſouls ? any right of Impoſing upon our 
Conſciences | 
No, God forbid. . But does not the Church know our Conſecs- 
ences as Well as we know one anothers ? and may not the. Church - 
f AS . 


Natth.2 4 4. 
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a$wellſiſpet thatwedo mor think Thr or So, -a53we affirm that 


-others do ? \W hen private perſoncplead for Thenifelves,':it may be 
{Cepſeicrnce;:butwhentbey come once: to ſickle )for orbers, ?tis 
Fetjar. Iitihelaid, that :Freachrroare wot priviate parſois, 1 
anſwer, That all fubordinate: perſons are: private, im-reſpect of 
their Syperiors. In fine, it 1s our Duty every man to attend the 
good of his owz ſoul; andit belongs to the Church to over-warch 
us xl: . preſesving (tilt the commer Txcy, though tathe grief of 
ſome particulars. . | tO | Bhs Et, 

Well, buttnhere wre ſo many Thouſands ( they. ſay) har fffer 
upon tenderneſs of Gunſcrence, Theſe People do but wake Sorcs, 
that they maybeg'Plaifers. There #nay be Tender Conſcicn: ec, 
and there «re, doubtleſſe, to whonr great T enderneſs is due, and 
eedful ;, but theſe Compleyners:are not of That '-umber. They 
are to0 laveſh in their wdertakgugs for others, and too Previſh in 
their Pleadengs for Themſelves. He that is Poſirive:in what he 
does zot know, forfeits his Credit too in what he does. 

But-They are ſtill Chris Flock: and 'tis enough ; They ſay zt. 
From Sheep with (laws, deliver us. 

Take heed ( ſays our Saviour ) that no man deceiveyou, for many 


| ſball come in my vame, ſaying, I am Oiſt, ardſhalldecryve man] 
Cc 


andagain ; There ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſts, - and falſe Prophets. ] 
ſee the very Text bids us zake heed, and foretells dangerous Hy- 


 porrites. But what need we look farther theniour. own 31em- 


ries ? "Wasnot the whole Crew of the late {owfprrarors, 'clad in 
the Livery of Gods People ? Only His Aajeſties Freeads had, and 
have ſtill the Fortune to be reckaw'd among the 'Propbane, and 
not admitted into'the Fold. Would Theſe Correftors of Magni- 
ficat'would ſhew us once, whereever:Chrijt call'd his Flock toge- 
ther with a Scorch Covenant : orwhete the -Haly Gboſ#. gives Pri- 
vate Perſons an Authority over bheir Superoous ; or Commillions 
the Sheep to Quarrel with their Paſtor. | It is confe(&d that Soft- 
veſs, and Humluy becomes the; Fatbers of the Church, : and *tis 
exjoyn'd them; But then Obedzenc? likewiſe 'befits the Children - 
whoſe part it is meekly toobey, in allmatters not direUly iuful, 
but to Reſiſt in None. ITED | 


Sehifine eurns  Lepmeadd one thing further : Where Theſedividings about 


to Rebellion. 


Forms are ſuffer'd, the Meſchizf ſeldome ſtops: at- Schifone : for 
the ſame Principle, that Rents the Church, Threatens. the Stare ;, 
beſide che Hazzard of an « Ambitions FafTian,. ever at hand to 
«id and to emprove, that Peeviſh Halyneſs. In Truth; -beth Jnte- 


reſts 
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reſt rare ſo enter-wover, that*tis Impoſſible to /3»ſd the one with- 
out bruiſmg the other ;, and to conclude ; a Sc i/matique ſhifts as 
| naturally into'a Traytor, as a Aaggorturns to a: Fly; Thenext 
' ſtep from Ziberty of {onſciente,; 18 Freedome of | Eftate-and' Per- 

ſm; and from” Diberry-of Thoughr, they proceed to That of 
Attion, arguing and coneluding:in great Earmeſ#; with my:Ho- 


reſt ' Friends Feaſt: 


Por at thr Beginning was, nor Peafunt, nor Printe' 
Anawhe ( the Devil ) made the Diſtinition ſince ? 


F'we' are not in print of (tremonics or. Forns 511 every thing of. your | 
FE 3 it is nv more firange td have Variety of Intelle&ual Appre» ns 
Þenſions in the ſame K ingdome and Church, ther varizty of tempera= 

Pres and degrees of age andſtreng th: | 


ld uh. A en ae didn bd A FI "IE" IN - 4.4. 4. 3 4c <a. «A kd. art. th. tht. at. th FR 
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NOTE, XVII. 


A. 7 Edanot ſay 'tis frange, that there ſhould. be Fariery of 
| y y Intelleftual Apprehenſiens; but we contend that /0. zt- is ; 
It ever was, and ever-will be ſo: and from. the. Truth; and: &4;- 
dence of That Aſſertion, ariſes the clear reaſor, . and neceſſity.of 
what we plead for. | 
 We-muſt conſider ſan, as 2 Reaſonable Creature : compos'd 71.7.1 
of Soul and Body; born, for the. Fublique, and Himſelf. ; and yjzqs view 
finally Accomptablefor the Emprovement of his Talent toward. tion. 
the. Ends of, his Greation. The great, the Indiſpenſable, and uni- 
verſalend, is That which has regard to-the Creatoxr. : and. in 
That point we-are: all: agreed upan-a- Common, Principle of 
Reaſon, that.'tis our Duty to 415re, Love, and. obey that. Graci- 
ous Power that made us, That This is the. Erimecend, we all 4- 
gree, and that our works.are only: Goed, or Evill, according, as | 
they correſpond with, or recedt from 1. Q. 
[n the next place, as we conſiſt of Soul and Body ; we ſeem 
to fall under a mix: Concern; and There, the Skill is how to tem- ; 
r the Angel, andthe Brute, in ſuch ſort as may beſt comply k 
with the behoof, and Comfort of the Individual: ſubjected itill to. "<4 
the great Law and 7urpoſe of our Being. Our Reaſon, we ſubmit 
to the Divine will, and our Afeions to our Reaſov. Behold the 
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Staleof our obedience. ; and Univerſal Diftates of our Reaſonable 
Wature. | WP Tf 

In Theſe Particulars : God, as the Sovereigh Prince of the 
whole World, binds all Mankind alike, with an unlimited, and 
undiſtinguiſhing Authority. Our Souls, the Almighty Governs 
by his /mmeasate and bleffed ſelf ; our Bodies he reters to his De- 
puties ; whom in all ſenſible and common Actions we are to obey 
as Gods Commiſſioners. We come now to the point that moves 
the great diſpute : ozr ſtate of Liberty in matters of themſelves in- 
afferent. | | | 

T: This Queſtion we are to conſider, that every mar is born 
firſt, far the Publick;; Next, for Himſelf. He that Rates any thing 
except his Soul, above the common Benefit of Social Nature, is an ill 
Hember of the Univerſe. 

While every man conſults his own Particular, how eaſily he's 
drawn to Think That Fair, which he finds Pleaſant ! Employ- 
ing much more cunning to perſwade himſelf, that what he 
Likes, is Lawful, then ſtrittly to Examine it ; for fear it ſhould 


prove otherwiſe. 


Are we not All made of the ſame Lump ; born to the ſame Ends :- 
Dienify'd with the ſame Reaſon ? What is it Then, but an- i1jurious 
Crbitne, ad oppreſſion, that puts the Difference betwixt Governours, 
and Slaves ?That proſtitutes ſo many Millions of Free-born Chriſtians, 
to the Command of any Swmgle Perſon ? | 

Theſe are the Srirrings and Debates of Mutinous and -mnadui- 

ſed Natures. They ſcan but the one half ;, and thar, the Groſſer 
too ; the vulgar part of the Queſtion. Can the whole Periſh ; and 
the Parzs *ſcape? Can any thing be beneficial to Particular Perſons, 


_thatis Dejiruttive to the Community ? what by one Violence they 


Get, they Lofe by Arother;, and in exchange for the Soft, Ho- 
xeſt bonds of Order and Obedience, they leapinto a Sinful, Shame- 


ful Slavery. Was not the late War nndertaken, ( in'Shew ) for 


This Imaginary FreeAome ? and yet, at laſt, what was the Event, 
but Tyranny, and Bondage ? not by miſcarriage neither, but by a 
Regular Fatality, and Train of Cauſes. | 


Do we not find mens Aznds, and Humrours as various as their 
Complexions, or their Faces? Every man likes his own way belt; 
Pleads for his own cpinioa, There's no ſuch thing as r:zhe or 
wrong in things Indifferent, but as they are circumſtouc'd by Ap- 
plicat ton : and here's the very Caſe of our Reformers. © : 
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' Some are for Kneeling at the Euchariſt ; others for Standing, Peeviſh Li. 
Sivting, or the like; They differ top about the manner of Rece;- 3" 7: 


ving. (apricious Holyneſs ! Shall That confuſed, and Promiſcuons 
uſe of ſeveral Forms, and Poſftures, paſs for a Decencyin the Lords 
houſe, and on ſo ſolemn an occaſion, which ata Private Table would 
be exploded for a groſſe and ridiculous Immorality ? The Church, 
for Order ſake, and Uniformity, enjoyns one form, or Poſture ; This, 


- or That, 'tis Indifferent ; where lyes the Conſcience of Refuſing ? 


Should but the Rubrickſay, Let the Miniſter enter at the Church- 
Door , Would 'not our Teachers make ita peice of Conſcience to 
creep#n at the Window ? Markt, andyou wall find that to be the 
Buſineſs; *Tis POWER they Tug for, and to bring MONAR- 
CHY wnder the Yoke of PRESBYTERY. 

They argue the Expedience of granting Liberty, becauſe for- 
ſooth of the differing - humours of Applying :t. The ſtrongeſt 
Reaſon in the World againf# them. For in this State' of D:/a- 
greement, take but away that Limiting, and Binding Rule that 
preſcribes Vniformity ; whar other Conſequence can be expect- 
ed, from letting looſe ſo many wild, and Perulant Paſſions ;, lo 
=—_ Reging, and dividing F ations, but Twmult, Herefie, and 
Rebellion c | «E 


JF arty ſhall mate men diſobedient, by :mpoſing things unneceſſary, pain 
whici thy know are by learned, pious, peaceable men, ejtcemed ſuns The 

againj? ine Lore, ans then ſhall thus heavily affiitt them for the diſo- on caulech 

bedicnce, wich they may eaſily cure by the forbearance of thoſe impo- tie Ditovedi= 


Firions, let not our ſouls come into their ſecret, nor our honour be 107;- 
red ro their Aſſembly : If they ſhall ſmit? or ca? ont 2 ſuppoſed Schiſ- 
matich, aid (hriſt ſtall find an able Ficiper, pratcale Miniſter, cr 
other (triſtian, wounded, or mourning, oiit of c:90rs, let us not be 
fowid among the Aftors. | 


—__— 
W_ 


"NOTE. XIX. 


7 Hy did not the Reformers rather ſay ? If auy ſnall maks 
VV prople Rebellious,by preaching dowa Obedience ro Autho- 
rity, as a 1h:ng unneceſſary : or abuſe the ſi:.iple by calling Good, E- 
vil; and Evil, Good : Let not our fouls &c. Whether is greater, 
the boldaeſs of theſe Teachers, or the blindneſs of their Diſciples ? 
Does not this vay of Reaſoning, root up all Government he 
LESS | H | as 
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bas not the:Praftice of Theſe men made good the 'worlt that a- 
ny man can ſay, Or thigh of their Deſigne ? Were they ew Folks 
yet,a man might find ſome Chyrity, tor the foft-headed Gulls that 
believe them : but to be Twice catch' din the ſame Trap; Twice fgot'd 
Ly the ſame Perſoits, were an unpardonable ſottiſhneſs. 

Let the three Kingdoms caſt up the Accompts of the late 
War, and ſee what they have gaincd clear, by the Reformation. 
Thele very Gentlemen were one and twenty years age upon 
this Argument ? infiaitely- troubled about Additions ro God's 
Worſhyp in things unneceſſary ; Oathes of Subſcription, &c, To ob- 
viate thele crying evils,they ſet towork a Preaching Miniſtry,and 
Letur'dupthe people intoa Goſpel-frame, (for that's the Knack) 
of Diſobedience. T he people heard their Prayers; (for 'twas to 
them they prayed) Afecroz was curs'd, and curs'd; and the right 
Reverend /atrrons ſent forth their Bodkins and their Thimbles to 
help the Lord againſt the Mighty, In fine, The Cauſe proſper'd under 
their Miniſtry, and Things unneceſſary were taken away, that is, 
King, Biſbops, the Law of the Land, thc Liberty.of the Subject ; the 
Heads and Fortunes of bys Majeſty*s beſt Friends. 

Some Oarhs that were of excecding /candal and burthen to 
weak conſciences Were taken away too, or rather exchang*d, for 0- 
thers leſs offexſrve, to the ſenſe of the Learned, Pros, and Peace- 
able men, they ſpeak of. As for.inftance, in ſtead of that Abo- 
minable Oath of Canonical Obedience to the Biſhop and his Succeſſars, 
( in omnibus Licitis, & honeſtis ) 72 all things lawful and honeſt ;, 
A Covenant was introduced of Combination againit them. But. 
no man was compelPd to take it neither ; for 'twas but loſs 
the capacities of Engliſhmee;, a Sequeſtration:, Rotting in 4 Gaal, or 
{ome ſnch rriwial penalty, if they refus'd it. Indeed, to ſerve -the 
King after the tak;ng of it, wasa. little Jagerows, becauſe of an 
Arucle of Aug.16.164.4. - declaring, that whoſoever ſhall volunta- 
rily take up Arms againſt the Parliament, having taken the Natio- 
nat Covenant, ſhalt die without mercy. Os 

The truth 1s, the Covenant was ſomewhat more in Scriprure- 
phraſe, and ſuited better to the guſt of the godly. So for the Poſi- 
tive Qaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, 1 hey gave us Negatwes; 
ſtill mov'd by readerneſs of Confeicnce : They made a ſcruple for- 
footh, of ſwearing with Us to ſerve the King 3. but they made 
one of forcing Oaths againſt him. To make an end ; The late 
Prebyterian Rebellion has coſt the three Kiirdoms at leaft four ſcore 
aulions of Treaſure , belides Seuls and Bodzes;, and now _ 

They 
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are hammering of the Nation into azother. 

They talk of {oaſcience : fo Peters, their fellow-!aborrer, was 
a man of conſcience ; was he not ? the foulcſt part of whoſe 
lewd life, was That wherein they wrought in common fellowſhip. 
In ſhotr; the Pre:byterians bonnd and proſtituted the'Firging and 
the Independents were the Rawiſhers. v 

Theſe drops are ſharper, than in any other caſe would ſtand 
with Modeſty : but they are Truths, ſorimely; and ſo nedful for 
the Publitk, that they ſhall out, what ere they coſt me. p 

W hat do theſe Creatures keep a coll with Sz for ? that A 
as if there were, ho God; and yet they 4k, as if they thought 
of nothing elſe.. Are not their Contzradittions upon Rerord ? has 
not the Nation, in all Quarters, the witneſles of their very 
Tongues and Pens againſt them ? Was: ever any Tyranny fo bar- 
barous, as what theſe people exercis'd over the co-ſriences of 
their feltow-ſubjefts, and againſt the Government which they had 
ſworn to preſerve ? Yet now,, when Anthority requires Obed:- 
ence ; the learned pious men are taken of a ſudden with ſtrange 
fits of confcience: FROM SUDDEN DEATH ( in the Le- 
zany) muſt be, forſooth, FROM DYING SUDDENTIT,. 
( a moſt important Scruple ! 

Well, but forbearance (they ſay) cures, aud eaſes them. We do 
not know, had the Rebellion of the Argels been once pardon'd, 
what ſuch a zercy might have wrought upon the Devils. But 
here we are ' upon Experinient, After ſo large an Att of Grace, 
fo flowing and magnificent a Bennty , ſo prone a goodheſſe toward 
their whole party, now to Re-revolt : Miſereatnr Deus | 

They are much careful not to take an able e Miniſter for a 
Schiſmarick.: they take not half that care to diſtinguiſh a Schif- 
matick.from an able Miniſter: If (hrift ( they fay ) ſhonldfinde 
that able Miniſter caſt out for a Schiſmatick ? what then, ovod 
people ? But what (ſay I ) if Chriſt ſhould finde Schſmaricks kept 
in for able Miniſters ? what then, good Brethren ? | 


CAT Yb & Enhave not their underſtandings at their own command, p.q 2.Reaſ.24: 
G6 M much lefſe can they be commandett by others, if they were The Incelle& 

newer fo willingto bekeve all that ts impoſed on them to be lawfull ;, nor tree. 

they cannot therefore belitvi 3, becauſe they would, the IntellefF be- 


ng not free. | 
| H 2 LA] Exceedivg 


TteInteltct 
not torced, 


Page. 13s 


The. Relaps'd Apottate. 


'N.O TE XK: - | 
1 Xeeeding five and 7 hilofephical. Afen cannet beheve 


all that they would believe ; and no man is to profeſs or att: 
againſt his belief. ( that hits it.) 

The Reforwmers cannot believe the Oraerys of the Church to be: 
Lawfult and Binding : The Church cannot believe the Recuſancy- 
of the. Reformcrs to be Reaſonable or Conſcientions. 

The Keformers cannot-believe that they ought to be kept ont- 
for Inconformity z . the Church cannot believe that they-are to-be- 
taken zz, unleſs they conform: | 

The Reformers. take. Diſcipline to be- eſſential to Salvation ; the 
Clurch thinks atherwiſe. + 

The Reformers cannot but believe the: Separatiſts to be Saints ; 


the Church on the other ſide, cannot but believe them to be+ 


Schiſmaticks. | 

So that in fine, if the Church cannot graut, what the Refor-- 
mers cannot but ask; Whether ſhallche Law yield to a Faftion, or the. 
Fattion to the Law ? | 


LB] Few men are obſtinate azainſt the opinions that tend to their: 
eaſe and advancement in the world, and to ſave them from being vi- 
lifid as Schiſmaticks, and undone ;, and when men profeſs before the 
Lord, that they do 1mpartially ſtudy and-pray for knowledge; and 
would gladly know the will of God at the deareſt rate ;, we muſt again 
ſay, that thoſe men muſt. prove that they know the Diſſenters hearts, 
better then they are known to themſelves, that expett to be believ'd by. 
charivable Chriſtians, when they charge them with wilfitl ignorance or . 
abſtinate reſiſting of the truth. 


[BJ] Few men are obſtinate,&c.—?] This Objection is already 
Anſwered, but 1 ſhall add ſomething. 

All Popular Attempts upoii change of Government, are haz- 
zardous tothe Vnderiakers ; are there therefore no Rebeltions?- 
But here's the ſtate of their Adventure. If the Deſign takes, and the 
People Tumult, then are they i at pleaſure, in: the head of the: 
Fattion,. If it miſcarries, they have no more to dp but keep their 
countenance, retire, and grieve becauſe of the VUngodly. That diſap-. 
poratment they ricksname A ſuffering for the Gofeel: a 1 pe 
all 
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and i that ſhape, they get more by private Colledt:ons, than ma- 


ny an honeſter man does by a good-Berefice. Befide: They are- 
bold upon a corfidence inthe K ings Lenity. 


They pray to be infor wd, they fay. ] That was Scot*s Plea, con- 
cerning the farther of the late King; and may be any man's 
by the ſame equziry, that ſhall be pleas'd to call it Conſcience, to- 
doas muchagain. Now fox the knowledg of their Hearts, 
( the laſt thing they inſiſt upon) we'l follow the Scrzpture-rle - 
Knowthe Tree by its Fratts ; meaſure their Fanh by their Works : 
Judge of their F:d-/:ry, by-their breach of Vows; of their Honeſty, 
by their breach of Arrecles ; of their Scruples, by their Sacriledge ; 
of their Loyalty, by their perſecution of their Scveraign; of their 
Tenderneſs, by their deliberate Xſarthers ;, and in finc, of all their 
pretenaed Virtues, bytheir contradtfting Impitties. . 


E craveleaveto as, whether you do not your ſelves in ſoize P-13.Reaſ.rs, 


V things miſtake, or may not do ſo for ought you know ? and 
whether your underſtandings are 10! ſtill imperfett, and all men differ 
20t in ſome opinion or other ? e And if you may miſtake in any thi, 
7nay it not be in as great things as theſe ? (an it be expected, that we 


fhould all be paſterring about the ſmalleſt Ceremonies and (rcumſtan- 


ces of Worſhip * And then, ſho:1ld not the conſciouſneſs of your own 
znfirmity, provoke you rather to compaſſionate humane frailly, than to 
caſt oub-your Brethren, for as ſmall failings as your own? 


_ a — —_ 


NOTE XXL 


His 1s but Iooſely argu'd : to Reaſon from an wiverſal Fal- 'x Non ies 
libility, to an univerſal Toleration. Becauſe all men may qu ur. 


commit errors, therefore 211 errors muſt be ſuffer'd. The Law re- 


ipeCcts common equity, an'! poltrick;conventence s, not the degrees of: 


Wiſdom orFolly in the Tranwreſſors of it.” If Foolswere priviled?d,. 


all K7zaves would plead /pnorance. There may be ſubſequent - 
allowances in favour of miſgnided Vader ftandings, but they are: 


of Charity, and Relaxation, not of- ſtrict Fuftice. All ſtarcd Laws 
( better er worſe, no niatter ) if they are not ſimply wicked, are o5- 


liging : and to correct a publick, Santion, by a private Hand, is: 


but to mend a Miſaauice by a Rebeltior.. 
This they concede, that A! may erre ; Then they. 1hemſeles, 


£S 
airs... 
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are not Infallible : fo thatthe Competition reſts bet wixt the Law: 
and the Reformers. But zow, to what we are ſareof.; 

T here are ſom? caſes wherein a Subjet# mult not obcy his Prince , 
but I defie the world to ſhew me any, wherein he may Reſilt him. 
That vere to fay, A Subjett is no:'Subject.. Þolay, he may be 
Sz a, makes nothing, That Law which warrants the Complay- 
art is virtually the King. | 42 

Again ; That which betwixt eAanand an, were a fair 
Rule, holds no propostion betwixt.a Perſonal Weaknefſe, anda 
Fublick Inconvenience.\ The giving way.to:Clamouys of this impetu- 
0114 and froward nature, coft the late” King his ife, T'@ ſay more 
were to prejudge my Betters let this-ſuffice. = 


P.14 Reil.15 gy Ut your ſelves in their caſe, and ſuppoſe that you had ſtudied, 
ial f | vp vg nl and prayed, and done your beſt to kyyow, whether God 
"ay world have you to be Re-ordained, to uſe theſe Forms or (tremonies, 
<2 or Subſcriptions or not ? and havins done all, you think_that God 
' world be diſpleaſed if you ſhould uſe them, would you then be uſed your 
ſelves, as your diſſenting Brethren are now uſed,or are like to be; love 

them as your -ſelves, and we will crave ns further favour for them. 


pants 
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His we call laying of the matter-home? to a Man : Aake zr 
your own Caſe. Good. 

Whoſe Caſe did theſe Reformers make it,, when they ſtripp'd 
all men to their Shirts, whoſe Conſciences could not ſubmirto 
their Rebellious Leagurs of Extirpation, and Direttorian Foppe- 
ries ? Would they have been Content, . Themſelves, torhave been 
turn'd out of their Livinos, becauſe they coutd not play the Re- 
zeoado's ;to have been inuzzled np in Dwgeons ;, debarr'd the 
Common Benefits of Humane L:f- : Not ſuifer'd to Officiate as 
Private Chaplains ; *.0, nor ſo niuch as teach a petty School; nor 
enter into any honeſt Employmen:, which their lngenious ma- 
lice forefaw mighr give The Perfecuted Wretches #read. 

Is This according to the Rnle ? Do «as yo! would be done by. 
There were no Superſtir:0:5 Impoſitions at That Time ; but mat- 
ters wentas they woald have theni. They Order'd every thing 
Themſelves; and the beſt Choyce an honeſt man had leit him, 
was Fob's upon the Dunghill, 

r 
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. It was the Pulpit too, that gave Fire tothe Tram ; that war- 
ranted the Treaſon, and cover'd Murthey with a Glols of Faſtice. 
Briefly ; a Reformation was the Cry of the Drfrzn, and ſee the Iſſue 
of it; * PEW | | Gy | 

And yet Do as you would be 4one by, 1s "Their Plea, thatdid 
all This. Far be it from us however to imagine that their 
abuſe of Fuſtice ſhould overthrow their Tile to it; or that the 
pravity of Mar ſhould fruſtrate the Eternal Y:7tue of a Decree 
of God, and Nature - Well make Their (aſe our own then and” 
Reaſon with them, upon their own Principles. 

Do as you would be done by #1ay they to us: Do as ye would be 
don? by; ſay We to Them. World you be willing to be thus Impog?d 
upon ? ſays a Private Perſon : Would you he willing to be thus 
contemned ? fays the Magiſtrates. Yes, if ( I commanded 
things u#lawful, ſays the oxe : or if | were a Schiſmatich ſays the 
other. ; 


if upon Search and Prayer for better Light, we think that o5jc2. 
God would be diſpleated with us for doing This or That, we 

muſt not do it. Now, why ſhould och:rs troudic , only for 
doing That which in eur places they would do Th wmjcives ?. Vhis 

is the Fair ſtate of the Queſtion. 


We are to Note here, that Words are not the certain Eviden- Sol. 
ces of our Thoughts ; and that our Cyarity is never lo ty'd up, as 
to be barr?d advice with Reaſon. Now others are to deal with 
Us, according to the Rules of what things rationally erm to 
Them, not {tritHy( peradventure ) what they are. As Thus ; 
A common Lyer tells a Truth, it may beſo;.yetl am not bound 
to ventureany thing upon his Srory. The firſt Prefeſſion a man 
makes ; in Charay, I'll Credit ; yet [Hill in Prudence il fecure. my 
ſelf, incaſe i prove miſtaken, But Feople that Break oft, where 
they may keeptheir Words; that by prepenſe Contrivance have 
formerly {treiv'd their way with Oyly Lax2gnage,to deadly Ends : 
Theſe, by the general Dictate of Common 'Realon, 1 may ſuſpe&t, 
and vi hichis more, I ext todo it, and to be wary of them. 
'.. Does not Qur Bleſſed Saviour bimſelf bid us BEWARE, of the 
Leaven of the Pnariſees which is HYPOCRISY.*{. Thoſe that 
Tithe Mint and Cummin, and ncglet Fudrement, e Mercy, and 
Fidelity : That f{reyn at a Gaa, and Swallaw a Camell : That arc 
Fair outvyardly, and Rotten. within, and under Colour of long Pray- 
. ers, 
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ers, that devour Widows houſes. Da not- Phariſee, and Puritay 
begin with a Lerrer ? 1s not this Charafter moſt bitterly like 
the humour of the men we wote of ? 
Further ;*tis manifeſt from this Cantion, that we are not 
bound to thin ail People Godly, that call themſelves fo, ' nor to 
4rult all appearances of Holyneſs;, but we are ſoberly to reduce 
our F#dgments to the Standard of Diſcourſe and Reaſon. They 
mult deny the Bible, that refuſe us This ,, and now, ſuppoſe the 
Table's turn'd. DE 


We-told the World, that we here afraid of Popery ; and that 
our Conſciences could not ſubmit to Ceremonies z nnder which co- 
lonr we entred into a {ovenant, Which 1n pretenſ was to Reform 
the Church, and to Eſtabliſh the King. We deſtroy'd Both, by vir- 
tue of That Freedonic, which we feent'd only to deſire in order 
to our Souls. T1 he Sor of that Prince whom we r4i7'd, is now 
by Provideuce, and Hereditary Right, placed on his Fathers 
Throne. Our Conſcierces are once again Sick of the 01d Scruples ; 
and cannot down with Forms, and Ceremonies. Shall we be laid 
aſide :ow for our Conſcicnces ? 

Yes certainly, ive 7::/t be laid aſide, umeſs we ſhew very good 
reaſon, firſt, why the; [ſhould believe us (onfſeientions, and next, 
(if truly Scrupulozzs they can Imagine us ) why they ſhould 
truſs vs. EY 


Did not we ſwear, that an Impulſe of Conſcience tranſported 
us into our firſ? Engagement ? That, all the World knows was a 
deſign of Fa.:;91, and Sed:tien ;, and that the Pulpir-Theme,. was 
the Decrying c*the Kings: Negative Voyce ; and the Exalting of 
the Power of Pari:- ments. ( Blaſpneming the Anthority of the Va- 
tion, by apjlying it to a Conſpiracy IN the T wo Houſes. ) | 

This we have formerly done, and, as yet, given the World 
no Tokens of Repentance : We ask the ſame things over again ; 
and ( in good deed)) why may not they ſuſpect to the ſame 
Purpoſe ?! | | 

May they not argue likewiſe irom our Prattiſes, againſt our 
own Demands ? Do we ſay People may not be compel d ? Why 
did we compel Them then ? | 

Well, but ſuppoſe it a pure Caſe of Conſcience, that hinders our 
Complyance. Men may think many things awful to be done, 


that are ſtill as arlawſal to be ſuffer 'd wndone. We ask that _—_ 
rom 


VJ——_— 
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from the Zaw, which would in Conſequence deſtroy the Law : 

and This we begg, for Conſcience. Were it not Breach of Truſt 

1n Theſe to whom the Care of the Publique is committed, to : 
gratihe a Private Scruple, by 2 General Tuconveniexce ? So that 

their (onſeienceſtands engaged againſt us. But tis reply d, that 

we are many Thouſands. All are but Oe, in point of { onſcrexce j; 

Take them together, they're a Faltion. 

At laſt ; if we canyield no Reaſon why they [hould either Be- 
lieve, or Truſt us, Where lyes the Sade of our Condition 
ſave only in the Lofſe of what we never had 7 Uulels I hus or ſo 
Qualify*d, we muſt not be admitted. 


LAT] | bf ts eaſter to agree in few things, than upon many, upon great prg Rei ty. 
and certain and neceſſary things, than upon ſmall uncertain Ne ,1..- . 1. 

and unneceſſary things,and upon things that God huaſelf hath revealed nor dinduilts 

or appointed, then upon things that proceed from no ſurer an Original, 

than the Wit or Will of man. The ſtriit prohibition of adding to, or 

arminiſhing from the things commanded by the Law-giver of the 

Church; Deit.12. 32. Doth put ſuch ſear in the minds of multituaes 


of the Loyall Subjects of Chriſt, &C. 
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CA]JJT isnot good to make Little matters ſeem Great, and 
= ſmall : to make leſs dificnlty of Doing what God 

has dire&ly forbidden, then of complying with what he has not 

expreſly commanded. Obſerve here a Text molt miſerably 

forced. What-thing-ſocver I command you, obſerve to do it * thou , Tex. 

ſhalt not add therets, nar diminiſh from it. Deut. 12. 32. ] which 12g; 

our new Scholiaſts render thus. Do nothing but what God com- 

mans, cven wiere God commands nothing at all, 17es not [_iVhat- 

thing-ſoever I command : Obſerveto do it. | Imply that ſome things 

there are which God does rot command ; and that in thoſe Cales we 

are at Liberty ? ( the [| Obſerve] waiting upon the parcicular 


"thing Commanded.) 


CB It's caſte fo foreſee, how thoſe expreſſions in mens Sermons, Pazrs. 
or Fraycrs, or familiar (onferenze, winch ſeem to any 'miſ-unasr 
ſtanding, or ſuſpicious, or malicious hearers, to mmtimate any ſ nje of 


ſufferings, will be carried to the ears of Rulers, and repreſentcd as 
| | Crue , 


L 
by 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
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rime. And nature having planted in all men an unwillingneſs to ſuf- 


fer, and denyed to all men a Love of Calamity, and neceſſitated men to 


feel when they are hurt, and made the T ongue and Countenance the In- 
dex of our ſenſe., theſe Effects will be unavoidable, while ſuch Impoſi- 
tions are continued, and while a fear of Sinning will not ſuffer men to 
ſwallow and digeſt them, and what wroigs ſuch diviſions about Relt- 
gion will be to the Kingdome \, and to his Majeſty, we ſhall not menti- 
on, becauſe our Governours themſelves may better underſtand it. 


CB] Our Reformers fore-ſizht is in this place, an Almanack, 
for the laſt year. The Poyſoa of their Sermons, Prayers, and Con- 
ferences has beenalready reported to the Ears of Rulers, by hear- + 
ers, not maliczous neither; but griev'd, to ſee the Prripres fill'd 
with Fattion, Ignorance, and Scandal ; and to hear only Horta- 
tives to Tumnlt ; Defiances, and Alarums, inſtead of Evangelical 
and healing Comforts. 

But theſe ( effects they tell us) will be unavoidable, while:/.ich 
Impoſitions are continued. "| 

Nay rather, while fuch Freedom is allow'd. Do theſe men 
Preach, and yet complain of a Reſtraint ? They cannot ſwallow 
and digeſt, &c.)] Yes, Scqueſtred Livings they can, not Ceremo- 
ies, In truth the Ore is a little hard to go dows, and the . 
Other is as hard to come up. If theſe Diviſions threaten wrong to 
the Kingdom, and his Majeſty, ( as they fay-they do ) a timely or- 
der would be taken with the Dividers. 


[C) What univerſal eaſe, and peace, and joy would be the fruits 
of that happy unity and concord which the reaſonable forbearances 
which we humbly Petition for, would certaialy produce, how comfor- 
table would our Miniſterial labours be, when we had no ſuch tempt» 
tions, burdens or diſquietments. | 


[C] To ſweeten the laſt Aenace, where they tell us the haz- 
zard of net complying with the Fattion ; We are now bleſt with 
a view of their Landof Promiſe. What univerſalpeace and eaſe. Cc. 
the giving them all they atk would certainly procure. [Indeed 1 
ſuppoſe the Nation might beat Unty That way; for betwixt 
Hanging and Tran»ſplanting all men of Diſering opinions, there - 
muſt needs enſue a pleafant ſtate of Concord. 

Leſs r:gour cannot reaſonably be expected by any man, that 


either conſders the Fat, ince it firſt got footing in the 


world; 
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world, ofthe late praftiſes of theſe very people. Concerning 
their extrattzon and proceedings, 1 have given ſome accompt in 
my Holy Cyeat : Of their late praftiſes enough is ſaid too; only 
a word touching the Quallity and Temper of our Reformers. 
Which word |. Reformers 7] muſt not be underſtood ſingly of 
thoſe that publiſhed this ſpurious Litzroy, and bold Petition ; but 
likewiſe of their azding and conſociate brethren. 


The foulneſs of the late War is notorious : and the King's Mer- 
cy toward the C »ſpirators ſurpalles all example: in which num- 
ber, I reckon the revolting and intruding Conrch-men, as Crimi- 
nals of the firſt Magnitude. Of theſe, ſom: keep their Benefices, 
others are laid aſiae, in right perhaps of the due Incumbent, or 


. for want of Orders, Thoſe that continue, help the reſt, ſet up 


their Lefures, call inthe ejefted and the deep-month*d Brethren 
to their aſſiſtance : and now they're ir, full-cry againſt Church-Go- 
vernment, and Perſecution. 

Infine ; out of the whole Crew of theſe Reformers, let any man 
produce one ſing le perſon that ever was a friend to the late King. Ile 
ſhew him dzvers of his bitter exemres ; nay, ſome of thoſe( yet 
publick Preachers ) 1n the City, that preis'd the Murther of our 


1ate bleſſed Soverarzn, rankly and openly in the very Fulpit. 


Now let the world judge, what theſe people mean by Re- 
formation. 

But we are told, that forbearances will quiet them. They are 
no Presbyterians then : for ever ſince they have had a being, 
kindneſs has made them worſe : and the very Moment of his 
Majeſty's Return, was watch'd by their impatient and ſeditrures 
Labels. 


LCD? It muſt be the Primitive Simplicity of Faith, Worſhip, and 
Diſcipline, that muſt reſtore the Primitive Charity, UVaity, and 
Peace, and makethe multitude of Believers to be of one heart, and of 
one Soul, and to converſe with gladneſs and Singleneſs of heart, as ba- 
ving all things common, ACt. 4. 32. and 2. 46. No ſuchthings 
as our controverted Impoſitions ;, were then made neceſſary to the unity 
and co::cord of the Members of the Church. 


CD] Whzt an Amphibion is a deſigning Presbyterian ! a Le- 
vellins 1: :1:te: We have herea Complement to New — 
from ti© 7:4 of Scotland; All things in cominon, accoraing to 
the Prixzerr): Diſespline. n | 

I 2 That 
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That the Primitive ſimplicity of Faith and Worſhip, ( as Worſhip 
may be taken ) #s neceſſary to Chriſtian Unity ;, I think no man 
queſtions, that writes ( briſtian; but to bring Diſcipline up to an 
Eſſential, is ( under. tavour )a Rel:gzous Solwciſme or rather, an 
eAndacious Impitation upon all Churches, that ever yet embrac'd 
( briftianity. "Tis in effect , a Feather pluckid from the Soverainn- 
ty, a conſcrentions cncroachment upon. the Supreme Power : for by. 
this Knack, all civi] Carſes are hook'd in within Cognizance of 
the C.2ſiſtory, and found within the Parlzes of their Diſciplize. 

As their e419 1s remarkable in all Caſes, ſo is their Pru;- 
poſe moſt obſervable in this before us. What ſignifies the receſſiry 
of Their Diſciplize to Our Peace ! but that Biſhops muit down, and 
Presbytery up, or we ſhall have no Queer with them. 

For a Come-off ; All things muſt be done with fingleneſs of heart 
( they tcil us) as having all things in common, ACt. 2. 46. 4. 32. 
( This is a morſel for the /zdependents) No ſuch Things as our 
controvertcd Inquiſitions were then made neceſſary, &c. 

Never had men worſe luck with Texts. Mark but theſe two 
Ouotations now, 3nd then admire the ſrr{rle Inference from them. 
No In#oſitions, Then ;, and conſcquently, none muſe be Now. Would 
our Reformers have had the Conrch order'd, before it was ga- 
ther”d? Rules for (hurch-government eſtabliſh'd, before {” briſtia- 
nity it ſelf was ackaowledg*d. 

The Apoſtles had but newly receiv'd the holy Ghoſt ;, and to con- 
vince the Fews ofthe Divinity of that FESUS whom they had 
crucified, was their firſt Buſineſs and Commiſſion : Faith and Re- 
pentance was their Theme : the Queſtion, Men and Brethren, What 
ſhall we do ? ( not how) Then Peter ſaid unto them, Repent, and 
he Baptized : ACt. 2. 37. 38. ] Then (fays the Text ) they that 
ladly received his word were Baptized, and they continued ſtedfaſtly 
n the Apoſtles Doftrine, and Fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread, 
and in I'rayers, verſ. 42.7] 

[f the Apoſtles had been Presbyterians, they would perhaps 
have begun with their holy Diſcipliae, and laid the Sarramezts 
aſide to.be conſidered of at leiſure. Had it not beena moſt pre- 
poſterous courſe, to have directed the marmer of our Worſhip, 
before they had laid the forndation of our Faith ? 

"Tis ſaid again, chap. 4. verſ. 32. that the multitude of them.that 
belicved,were of one heart, and of one ſoul. ] And here's no menti- 
on of Jmpoſitions neither ; whence they infer the zon-neceſſity of 
Impoſitions, as to (oncord, When theſe Gentlemen ſhall _ 

prov 
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nrov'd Impoſitions unneceſſary, they have a long way yet to go, 
cre they {hall beable to prove them lawful. But, till they 
have done. the former, we ſhall perſiſt in our opinion of their 
zcceſſity ; at leaſt eonveniential, not to Salvation, but to Unity. = g:. 
It mult be noted, that this wnanimity in the believing multitude, 
ws a miracalous grace. They were all filled with the holy Ghoſt : 
( ſays the verſe next antecedent ) and the connexion fairly im- 
lies this wonderful Agreement, to be the immediate working 
of that bleſled Inſpiration. [ We finda while after, -whez the 
zumber of the Diſcilpes was multiplyed there aroſe a murmu-ing of the 
Grecians againſt tle Hebrews, becauſe their widows were neglefted 
in the dayly miniſtration, Chap. 6. verf. 1. ] ( The bond of Uni- 
verſal Unity begins to flacken already. ) This: Difference gave 
occaſion to the inſtitution of Deacons, Church-Officers being al- 
ready appointed ; Apoſiles and Prehyters by; out Saviour him- 
ſelf, and Deacons by the eApoſilzs: we come now to Corrch-Or- 
ders: or, ( in the holy Language) Impoſitions., Concerning 
which, one General ſerves for All : Lerevery thins be done de- 
cently, and in order. But the detcrmivation of that Decercy is leſt 
to the Church. 


He common Adverſari:s of our Religion, and of the Kinr p.18.Real 18 
. ; . Mm of wat . cd © UC" 

- and Kingdom, will rejoyce to ſee us weakened by our Diviſions, Our Adveria- 
and employed in afflicting or cenſuring one another, and to ſee ſo mary "ies rej0! CC. 
able Miniſters laid aſide, that might do much diſpleaſure to Sat.r, 
by the weakning of his Kingdom, and by promoting the Goſpel aud 
Kingdom of the Lord. 


— —— 


NOTE . XXV. 


Ince our Reformers have not over-much 17odefty, 1 wiſh 
Vthey had alittle more eArgument ; that a man night either 
with Charity believe them 72 a miſtake, or with Honoar ſhew 
them the way ox: of it. 

Who are the common Adverſaries now ? The King and his Thecommen 
Party were wont to be the common Enemies. But here they Enemy. 
talk of eAdverſaries to our Religion, the King and Kingdom. 
They may intend the Xzg ſtill, for ought I know. They charg'd 
his Royal Father with Popery, and yet They themſelves brought 
him to the Scaffold, becauſe he wopld not ſet it up under the dife 

guiſe. 
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guiſe of Presbytery. They declar'd him likewiſe a# enemy to 
King and Kingdom, by making his Perſonan enemy to his Autho- 


rity, as they diſtinguiſhed them. Briefly, whoever they are 


- Great Exem- 
Piar.P.447. 


that hate us, they may well rejoyce toſce us.thus Divided, but ws 
be to them from whom theſe Divideas come. *'Tis not for Subjed: 
to cxpoſtulate with Rwlers: to ſtart from the Laws, and bid 
Anibority follow them. 

Biſhop Taylor ſays very well concerning Scandal, [| Beforc 
the Law be made, the Superior muſt comply with the Subjett : Aﬀet 
it is made, the Subjett muſt comply with the Law.) The latter is our 
caſe, and the Impoſition lies on the other ſide; upon the Lay, 
not upon the People, 

But the great pity is, ſo 2nany able e Hiniſters are laid aſede.) 
Truly, as to the ab:l:ty of good lungs, loud, and long talking, we'l 


. not contend with them. But that they are ſuch Champsons for 


the Lords Kingdom, againſt Satan's, is more then, without bet- 


 terproof,, we are bound to credit. However, they had better 


p.18,Reaſl 19. 
Unme:citul 
Impoſitions. 


have a tug with Saran here, than hereafter but they muſt go an- 
other way to work then; for, to deſtroythe Kingdoms of this world 
without commiſſion, is (without controverſie) ro advance the King- 
aom of Darknels, and to do the Devil a iþecial piece of ſervice. 


F what you ſtudy for, be indeed of Gol, this courſe of unmercifull 
ma 24 the greateſt wrong to it, that you can eaſily be dr.:v1 
to, unawares ; while ſo many truly fearing God, are caſt out, or trod- 
den down, and tempted to think ill of that which themſclues ad the 
Church thus ſuffer by , and when ſo many of the Yo"t vefriend this 
way, becauſe it gratifieth them, it tendeth to make your cauſe judged 
of, _—_— to the quality of its friends and adverſaries. And: how 
great a hand this very thing hath had already in the diſlike of that is 
beſal en Dioceſans, Ceremonies and the Liturgy, us athing too gene- 
rally known to need proof. 


NOTE XXVI. 


Ethinks the Gentlemen grow a little pervicaciors ( as our 

Authour has it ) [ unmerciful [mpoſitions,.] What? no 

more? (dvericr.:5 i one. But "cis at [| uwnawares] they ſay ;, and 

that helps i;< matter. It 'ſeems, the Biſhops do they kyow not 
what : 1s not (:i13 a Jolly Garb for a Petition ? 

But 
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But ſee; the Godly men are not only Oppreſſed, but Tempted to 
t hink ill of what they ſor by. They areclearly for Ruling with 
the Ungoaly, and Flouriſhing like a Green Bay-Tree; ] but they Pll.39.36. 
donot love:to think of being caſt. down with them from Slippery 
places, and deſtroyed ; of Conſuming, Periſhing, and Coming to a Pal. 73.17. 
Fea:full End.]. of ſuffering their moſt certain Fate ; [ ro be root- Phl.39.39. 
ed out at laſt.” 
As nothing can be-clearer, then that their Crys are Cauſe- 
teſs 3 lo is it not leſs Evident, that were they Truths, their Pra- 
Aiſes are yet Unchriſtian : and that they are not the men [” truly 
fearing God]. they would be thought to be. ZPeware of Falſe 
Prophets (ſays our Saviour) that come to you in Sheeps Clothing, Mar. 7.15, 16. 
but [nwardly they are Ravening Wolves. Ye ſhall know them by How to judge 
their Fruits. ] Here's our Authority, to judge the Hearts of wen by * mens Learts. 
their Notorious Actions. 
Will they be tempted to thiak III, of what they ſuffer by? So may 
the Traytour, of the Law that makes Rebell:on (apital : The 
Plunderer, of the Command that ſays, Thoy ſhalt not ſteal : andin 
like manner, all Offenders may Quarrel with that Conſtitution 
which Orders, and Uzrefts their Puniſhment, Yet we all know 
the Fault lycs in the 17alefattour, not in the Appointm:nt. At 
chis rate, they may Cavil at Divine Fuſtice, and diſclaim Chriſti- 
anivy it {elf, if they come once to ſuffer by it. 
ood manners they have ſhak*d hands with already ; for they ATewdCom 
tell us, that ſo many of the worſt, befriend this | Ceremonial } way; pariſon. 
That it tends to make the Cauſe judg'd of; according to the Quality 
of #5 Friends, and Adverſaries.} It were a good Deed to tell 
this Faltionges they told the Late King ; That the Suggeſtion 1s Ex1Q Collett. 
falſe as the Father of Lies can Invent : Sure theſe It-Tutonrd £:494 
Pedants know that his Sacred Majeſty is a Friend to this way: The 
Law, Amiquity, and Reaſon. © Bur ſince they offer to try the me- 
rits of th. Caſe by the Quality of its Friends, and'Enemies : We 
hail accept the Challenge; and let them thank Themſelves, if 
they come off with the worſt on't : and firſt we'l take a brief 


view of the Oppoſers. 


A Rabble of People, next dore to Brutes, for Knowledge, and The Biſhops 
Morality, began the Aftion. Theſe were Inſtructed and prepar'd 2Wveluiss. 
by a Cabalof Fattions Lords and Commoners ;, ( and by Their [z- 
ſtrnments) to be afraid of Popery, and Invaſions; Bawle againſt 


Biſhops, and Evil Councellours ; and finally, theſe Kirtnor Sages 
Wcire 
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were made the Fudges, and Reformers of Laws, and Manners. 
In Time chele Oftlers, Tinkgrs, Ragg-men, Coblers, Draymen, 
Thimble-makers, &C, Grew up to be our Governors, Somuch 
for the Riſe, Fortune, and Extrattion of the firſt vidible wuderta- 
kers. Now for their Honeſty. 1 
They 7lunder'd, e Hurther a, Rebelld, Forſwore Themſelves. 


Mean while, the Mock-Prieſts, in their Pulpits proclaim'd 
this 2fedly, for the Godly Party , Wedded their Cauſe ; took in gl 
forts of Herctiques into the Combination. . Defam a the King : En- 
flam'd the People againſt the Government ; ( aſt out the Biſhops; Swore 
faſt and Looſe; and Treach'd three Kingdomes into Blood and 
Rune. 

Theſe were the Tender (orſciences : The Holy Thonſands 
and the ea truly fearing God, that were caſt ont, and trodden down, 
&Cc. This 1s no Gezeral Charge, for I allow, that many well-mean- 
z1:9 but miſ-guzded Perſons fided with the Party. Iſpeak of 
1 hoſe Members that fuck, to the Work; and of thoſe Irniſters 
that ſtuck to Them : to ſhew the World what ſort af Perſons 
our Challenging Divinesare now leading for, under the Noti- 
on of People grieved becauſe of Univerſal Impoſitions.. yp 

Methinks Thoſe that were In, Before, and have their Par- 
dons, ſhould be very tender, how they engage the Nation in 
New %Broyls: Eſpecially againſt. That Prince, whoſe Single, 
and Pure Grace It is, that puts a Difference, betwixt the FHcads 
7 hey wear, and Thoſe upon the Crity-Gates ; Whoſoeyer 1s of- 
fended at This plain Freedome, let him blame Thoſe that have 


fo ſpitefully,and fo wiſcaſonably put this compariſon of Parkes to the 
| ”y : 


1] he Friends 
of EPiicopacy, 


Queſtion. = » 
We have in Groſle, laid open the Oppoſers of our Chyrcl-Go- 
vernment, Rites, and Ceremonigs. Their Friends age bricily 
Theſe : The Warrant of Holy Writ : The univerſal Praftice of Or- 
dering the Extcrnals of Worſhip : The Eſtabliſhment of the Particy- 
lars, by the Conſent of the Teople : The Regular Injuntions f it 
Lawful Authority : and 1n fine, Every Perfoa that loves the Relici- 
on, Law, Honour, Peace, and Freedome of the Engliſh Natior. 
- Once more for all; what is the Kings Perſon to the Chyurc!- 


Ceremonies ? Yet the ſame Covenant, and the ſam? Perſons, deſtcoy"d 


Both. Which ſhews, ( as I have often ſaid ) that the Deſe;n 

is Power, not Conſcience ;, and that the Friends and Enemies to 

the Church , are the ſame Thing reſpe@vely to his Majeſty. 
Touching 


ay Y — a a PIES 3 


= VV a wv wW, 


b 
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- Touching' the -Diſttke," which ( they ſay ) is befallen Dicce- 
ſans, &c. They tell ushere 4 FTrath,, which they Themfelves 
have well-nigh totally procir'd : for to fame the Hietdrchy, 
and blaſt the Conſtitutions of the Church, has been ( ever fince 
the Kings Return) the hertter ftalfof their Buſineſle in the Pul- 
yit. ( Not forgetting his 172j-fty neither.) 


CAT A. Weak Brother that maketh an unneceſſary difference of P.18.Reaſ. 20, 
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meats and days 515 not to be caſt out, but ſoto be received - weax Bro- 
rucr, 


nd not to be troubled with ſuch doubtful, diſputation. 


0 


0 ODS oe noo — —_—_— 


' NOTE XXvl..-\.. + 


LA]Y: oe our Divines perſwade us that, the Caſe of 
| V Y Meats, and Days, whereof the, poſt. ſpeaks, is 
of the ſame nature with That of Ceremonies, which we are now 
Debating; or that a weak Z7oth:r is not to be diſtinguiſh'd from 
a Pecviſh? ſee how perverſe-and vaſt a/difference Iyes betwixt 
them.: but right or wrong, if it be Colour'dfor the Afultituae,no 
matter for the Reaſon. * OE GH i: 3t 1] JS 


Under the Law, God himſelf put a Difference betwixt Meats; 


and betwixt Days: which Difference ceas'd, upon the conting _— 


of our Bleſſed Saviour. Somethought it fil a point-of Conſcr- ſinguiſhe 


ence to obſerve the Law ; and Theſe the Apoſtles calls weak Bre- from a Peeviſhi 


thren: Orhersagain, that knew the Law: was abrogate, quitted 
thoſe Scruples. and of Theſe it is that St. Paul ſays , we which 
are ſtrong, ought to bear the Infirmities of the weak. 

Now Mark ; That which was formerly impos'd, is now become 
a thing [ndifferent. That is ;, Ind:fferent to the ſtrong and know- 
ing : not {0 to Thoſe that were not yet convinced of the determi- 
nation of the former Tie and Drity : and This is the trne ground 
of the Apoſtles Tenderneſs here concerning Scandal. Deſtroy 
not him with thy Meat, for whom Chrij# Dyed. 7] See how their Caſe 
now matches ours. $i gs 

They durſt not Fat, becanſe they knew that once they were 
—_— and they did ot know likewiſe that they were now difſ- 
charg'd. ET | 

Let our Reformers ſhew as much for Ceremonies : Either that 

K Humane 


. Rom 15.1. 


Rom,14.1s5: 
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- us. Truly, nor much to thanx them 
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Humane Impoſitions were ever forbidden, or that Thoſe praftic'd 
in our Church, are in themſelves unlawful. Bs 

Arid yet Theſe men are not ſo totally 1ndifferent, as they ap- 
pear to be,; concerning Meats and Days. Was ever any thin 
more ſourly Superſtit:0u, then their Zſonthly-Faft ? Thoſe Days, 
wherin the Church enjoyns: Abſtinence,they choole to Feaſt upon. 
and Sunday is the only Day for Humiliation, 


CB] Impoſitions are not-indiffcrent, inthe jndrement of diſſenters, 
though they be ſo in yours. . 


[3] Laws are compos'd for the Publick, welf are, not for the 
Humours of Particular Perſons:and in brief; they that do-not like 
the Law where they Live; ſhould do well to ſearch the World, 
for a Law they like. S: ow -ubi ſedeas locus eſt, eft ub; ambules. 

[C] We beſeech you therefore plead not Law againſt us, when our 


F * 
- 
F 


requeſt 15 thas you will joyn with us in Petitioning, to his Majeſty and 
the Par band that Vere ay be io ſuch Law: TH eff 


[CJ] We.come nowto a: fine Requeſt ; That 1s, they dere 
the Biſhops to Petition the King toeſtabliſh Presbytery ; (for. T hat 
isdire:tly the Efet of it). todeſtroy the At of Conformity. Do 
not people underſtand, that when Laws are form'd toa Com- 
plyance with Phanſie and Humour, there is no other Law but 
Mamenr? i he lh no Gr: | 

They tell us hitherto what they would zo have, fee now: 
what 'tis they would have. 


[DJ] The cauſe of the Non-conformiſts hath been long ago ftated, 
at the Troubles at Franckford; and having contiuned ſtill ' the ſame, 
you have no reaſon to ſuſpett them of any conſiderable Change. 


[DJ] The cauſe of the Non-conformilts ( they ſay ) # long 
ſance ſtated at Frankford. ] DE anoeka f | 
Is that it then they would be at ? Yes, that, or thereabouts. | We 
have na reaſon to. ſuSþett them of ——__s change,,] they tell 
or.ſticking there, But the 
late War 1s the beſt Meaſure of their Aims; and yet they did 
no more there, then they attempt every where :. for I defie the 
world to ſhew me one ſtory,. whereever That Fattion was quiet, 
unleſs they govern'd. But they have confeſs'd enough ; we are 
to look at Frankford for their model; and by the ſpirit of the 
Reformers There, to judge of Theſe Here. 
N 
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i1n the days of £aw.6th, this 'ſland firſt began-to be leaven'd 
with Presbytery ; through the particular craft and tti>ation of 
Calvin,whoſe late Jr and abſolute dominion at Geneva, gave 
no ſmall precence and encouragement to an allowance of his 7: / 
pline, While Diſconrents were gathering, That Print ® >, 
leaving the Government to Queen eArfary, in whoſe Rot tt 
verſe of the Reformed perſwaſion fled into Germany, 

No ſooner were they met at Fraxkford , but Caluir; ; 

was there ready to bid them wel-zz. 


Some liked it but too well ; and to make eafjer way for Fe 
made it their firſt wors to diſgrace the Ernglyh Form; jt ; 
our Conſeſtorian Puritans do at this day. Knox, Whitt: +1: = 
{ome others of the Geneva-himour, made a Cull of the (7 ©. .« yy 4b 


lars they fau}ted, and ſent them to Calviz for his op752 ; whole 
Anſwer was, ttiar there were manty' tolerable Foppert's # the 
Englijh Liturzy. This Letter was made pmblick,, anda greit fur- 
theranceto the enluing Breach z which-ended yet 'in the efta- 
bliſnmcnt of the Engliſh way at Frankford, the Calvinizers iy- 
ing of to Geneva. So that Their Reformers and, Ours agree ; Both, 
Enemies to the Engliſh (tremonies, and Common-Prayer. The 
cauſe the jame too ; v0:hare friendsto the Geneva Platform. Nay, 
they agree in Prattiſe likewiſe, | | Ec 
That Faftion caſt off their PRINCE and BISHOP there ; ours 
did as much for KING and BISHOPS bere. .* 1 
If thoſe N oxconformiſts, and Theſe are ofa judgement 4,C as 
our Divines unwarily imply ) we ſhall beſt read :what zheſe men 
thinckand mean, from what thoſe ſaid and did, and rather pro- 
cced upon their own conſcſſioz, than ſummon the three King- 
dom:to bear witnels of their Aftions, —- 
We ſhai! begin witli Kzox, (on2 of thc intermedlers) whoſe 
Letters and Diſcourſes are ſufficient to his coad:-mration, With- Hiſtory of the 
out that Hi/t:ry of the Church of Scotland, of which ( though ge- Church of 
nerally afcrib d to him ) Sporſwood acquits him. Scorl.Þi267. 


In 1559- Wilockand Knox were adviſed with, concerning SÞ1:ſwood; 
the d/charging the Queen of her Regency. Willock gave his opini- Hitt, Scott. 
0:1, That they might juſtly deprive her from all Regiment and Autho- pag 136. 
rity over them. ] Knox foliow'd, and added, That ſhe ought rrow to Ibid 137. 
be deprived. 

Thoſe of moft note among the Frarkford-ſticklers, were Good- 
man, Ii hnttingham, and Gilby, See them at large in Barcroft's 

2 dans 
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Dangerous 
Profar, pa. 35- 


Ibid. pag.64. 


Ibid. pag. 9. 


Ibid. pa$. 36, 


' how cloſe our (oyeronters have fpllow'd them. |. * 
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Jangerous Poſitions ; from whence-we'l borrow ſame Colleftions 
our of them. ...c 5. 13g 1 os he 0005 fo peek 63 
If the Magiſtrates (lays Goodman) ſhall refuſe to put Maſsmong- 
ers and talc Preachers to death, the- people, in ſeerng it performed, 


do ſew that ztal of God which was commended in Phineas, deſtroy- 


ng the Adulterers ;, andia the Iſraelites againſt the Benjamites. 

Now ſce the men that theſe Reformers call Maſs-mongers and 
falſe Preachers, | 

The moſt part of our Miniſters (lays Gilby) are either Popiſh 
Prieſts, or Monks, or Fryers Profters of Antichrift”s Inventions : 
Popiſh Chaymen, @&c. | | 

If Kinjs and Princes refufe to Reform Religion, ( ſays Whitting- 
ham ) the Infericr Magiftrates, or People, Ly direttion of the Mi- 
wiſtery, may lawfully, and ought, if need require, even by Force and 
edrins,to reform it themſelves. | | 
- To the Mnitutnde ( lays Goodman ) a partion of the fword of Fu 
[i4ge-15 50m mited.> from the, whichnp perſon, King, Qucen orEmperor, 
(being anfdolater: ) 1:exen;pt, he muſt die the death. | 


-  Theſerre the opinions of thoſe Perfons whom our Reformers 
make their Pattern. How they proceeded, the ſtory of Queen Eli- 
zabethſets forth abundantly ; and our wemeries may enform us, 


CE] We have now faithfully,” arid ndt uxneceſſarily, or wunreaſona- 
bly, ſpread vefore yow,the Caſe of thouſands of the upright of the Land. 
We have propoſed honeſt and ſafe remedies for our preſent DiſtraS ion, 
and the preventing of the feared encreaſe. ' a; 


CE] With what Faith, Reaſen, or Neceſſiy ſocver the caſe was 


ſpread before the Biſhops : we're ſure *twas: fouly done to ſpread 
the caſe before the People. But where's the Faith, of taking an 


Ell for an J7:ch: of absliſhing what they pretend to alter : of per- - 


verting Scripture, and of putting an Arbitrary Nothing upon the 

People, initead of a Ser-form ? | 
Where lies'the Reaſon of repreſenting the! Opinions of the Sim- 

ple, as Arguments tothe Wiſe : of oppoling Nunber to Equity : 


* Tumults to Authority: and of preſſing his Majeſty, to put himſelf 


into the power of thoſe very people that dethron'd his Father ? 


Laſtty, where lies the neceſſity of inſiſting upon ſo many wari- 
ations, as arc already prov'd to be utterly unneceſſary ? 


Noy. ſee the Remeates they offer us, which come to this ; They 
Propoſe 


arte. 
LOTS OI ICT 
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propoſe to:cure good Order by Confuſion. Honeft and ſafe they ſay 
they are; and honeſi and ſafe we may believe them ;- but we 


mult firſt believe, that theres no Knavery in Nature : for ſet mens 
conſciences at liberty once, to-think what they pleaſe, their hands 


will not be long reſtrained from executing thoſe thinkings. Ne- 


ver was a general Freedom demanded, but for a particular deſign : 
nor was It ever grazted, but the next propoſition was Equality. 
But they propoſe it here, it ſeems, 4s ro prevent the fear d ene- 
mies of our diſtrattions. ] | 
Behold a drop fallen from: the lips of Prudence it ſelf, Are wein 
danger already, and ſhall we be in /eſs, when thoſe we fearare in 
2ore power ? Either the Reaſon's naught, or the Deion ; let them 


ſay whether : 
n 
ACEENDL X. 

7 O faras open and clear Dealing to their Arguments, or Fuſtice 
VN their meaning may acquir me, I think I owe them nothing ; 
ard yet methinks Pm in cheir Dev, unleſs | matchtheir Twenty 
Realons in faveur of their Propoſuions ,, with as many againſt them. 
Avd which is more ; ſince 'tis the Mnititude they Court, I am 
content they friends ſhall be my Fudres, When I have done, 
"tis at the R:formers Choyce ; either by a Reply to ſhew the /:r- 
tle they have to ſay ; or by a more z22ennorm Silence, modeſtly to 
confeſſe that they can ſay Nothing. 


Twenty REASONS againſt their 
PROPOSITIONS. 


Firſt, The Deſign is Dangerous, as Presbyterian. For I do not 
find whereever yet that Gower :ment was Setled, but by Conlpiracy, 
and to the Ruine of the Supreme Magiſtrate. (With Reverence 
to the Reformed Churches ; whoſe opinions 77 matters of Faith 
may be Sound, and yet the Extrattion of their Diſcipline, vitious.) 

2. The Propoſers of This Peace ( .« they call it ) were the Pro- 


moters of the Late War : and by thoſe very means did they deſfroy. 


the Laſt King, which they here offer as 4 encjicia! to This. 
3. The very Matter of their Propoſals, imports a Denyal 4u4 


Uſurpation ofthe Kings Authority, As Majeſty way not pes - 


wy 
ſerive: 
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ſcribe a Set-form of Worſhip : They Themſelves may : for 
CWEDDED, JOYN'DJ @&c. Stamp'd with the Kings Autho- 
rity ſignifie nothing : But change them into MARRIED, CON- 
JOYNPD, &c. ] And the Retormers Seal ro them, They paſs 
for Current. 

4. Their Propeſitions are an utter diſclaim of the Epiſcopal Or- 
der : for they oppoie under pretenſe of Contcience, all Powers or 
Faculties 4rrivative {7814 Biſhops : as Canonical Obedience, Or- 
dination, Sublcription; &c. | 

5- They Preſs th: King to att azainſt his Declar'd Conſcience : 
and to condemn the tleſſed Memory of bis Father ; wao Dy dbecauſe 
he could not Grant, what they demand now from his Royall Suc- 


cellour. 
6. The Ground ef their Pretenſe, i Scandal and Unfitneſs for 


the Miniſtry i the One Party ; Great H-lyneſs, Ability, and Con- 


{Ctence z the Other, which to allow, were to make Martyrdome, 
ard T.oyalty Scandalous ; and to give Treaſon, Fattion, and 
Hypocriſie, the Credit and Reward of Holyneſſe. ( for That's 
the Difference betwixt thoſe that Ruin'd the Late King, and Thoſe 
that Periſh'd for him, which T wo are now the Queſtion.) | 

7. The very Stile, and Manner of ch: Addreſs, 5 Mcnacing, 
Libellous, ad Mutinous : Menacing, #n the Title; [ A Petition 
tor PEACE. That i, no Peace without a Grant. Libellons, 
zn the way, and purpoſ of zt. A Nameleſs, Cloſe, and Deta- 
matory inveCtive againſ# Biſhops. Mutinous 2 te Scope, 4d 
Conſequence ; 'tzs an Appeal from the Supreme Power to the 
People. 

8. TheLiherty they ask, Extends to any thing they ſhall call Con- 
{cience: and Then what Crimes,and Vila nies ſhall net paſs for Vir- 
tues, when every MalefaCtour # his own Judge ? 

9. Togive theſe People what they ask is to allow the Reaſon of 
theirasking : andat once toreward one Injury, and juſtifie another. 

10. Theyplead the Peoples Cauſe witheur Commiſſion ; and 
what the Church ftyles Schiſme, They term Religion > Thar, 
Chriſtian Liberty, whz:ch the Law calls Treaſon. 

I1. 'T:is dangerous truſting of Common Vow-breakers, and moſt 
unequal to challengeabſolute Liberty, 4nd allow none. 

12. Thegrant of one unreaſonable Requeſt, b-gets another, 
till at the laſt, it becomes unſafe to deny, by having parted with 
too much. | 

13. The late War began witn a pretence of Reformation : and 

with 


The Relaps'd Apoſtate. 
with Reformation are we now beginning again. It may very well be, 
that the ſame perſons may intend the fame things, by. the ſame 
terms, and that they ſtill propoſe to aft by the fame Conſcience :; 
which if they do, iz commonequity and:prudence, they are not to 
be admitted: JFotherwiſe, till their Confeſſion #5 as publick as. 
their Fault, they are not to.be believed. ( 1ſpeak of Church-men 
mare eſpecially.) | 

14. If really the common people be d:ſaffet:dto the Orders of 
the Church ſurely theſe Miniſters that preach d them into theſe di- 
ſtempers, deſerve rather to be punill'd, than gratity*d for ſo doing. 
And that's the cafe. | They them fzlves firſt ſtin up a fatious humour 
ia the Multitude, .and then they call that Conſcience, which is no- 
thing elſe but a miſguided Ignorance of their ow procuring. 

15. Whale they pretend tg reform bad Laws, they deſtroy good 
ones, nay, they oppoſe the very Scope and beneiic of Law # elf, 
common.utility azd concord : making their fickle and unquiet 
fancies, the Rule of that Authority, which better Reaſon meant ex- 
preſly for a curb of oar licentious wandrings. 

16. Orr Reformers place the laſt Appeal i the People, an ex- 
cellent . contrivance, to make I hat : arty Judge of every thing, 
woich effeftually underſtands nothing. 

17. Whereas they plead Religion i the caſe, ſuch a Religion 
"415, as theewhole Chriſtian World can't ſhew-the fellow oa't : ra- 
ther to-juſtifie thoſe outrages, . which even Humanity. zr ſelf abhors ;, 
thanto admit thoſe hers 7 Rights of Government, whichall men. 

za ſociety acknowledge, and ſubmit ro, bur cheinſelves. 

18... A furious Bultle they make with the ſiliy people, for fear of 
Popery. Let this be obſerv'd, The Church of Rome hath gain'd 
more Engliſh Proſelytes.( ten for one) during our Presbyrerian 
Tyranny, than in proportion of time it ever. did under our 
Biſhops. e-£d {till we loſe ; ( 7 would I could not ſay ) with Rea- 
ſon too : for what's Presbytery, but a more ſhameful and Intolera- 
ble Popery? But all perſwaſions bave their more moderate, and 
their violent Parties. ) We talk of Jeſuits; What is Their TJe- 
ſaite, but a Presbyterian Papilt ? or what is our Presbyterian 
but a Reform'd Jeſuite ? 

19. Their Propoſitions are an affront to the King, and a ſhare 
zo the People. They ask leave to alter the Common-prayer, and 
they take leave to deſtroy it. They offer a new form, and they de- 
fire it may be left to the Miniſters diſcretion which to uſe ;, which 
being granted, the Miniſter is left [till at liberty to uſe neither, Ti2:s 


[ 
C. Be. 
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do they play Faſt and Loole with his Majeſty. ;enſuaring likewiſe 
the People wit!) a lamentasle prerence, that they canuor obtain, whar 

#n effet no mortal can underitand. it 
20. Let them now get what they ask, and they ſhall foon take 
what they pleaſe: for they only deſire, that they may do what they 
lift, and then judge of their own doings. We all kn:w what they 
have done, andcall d it Conlctence too; ſo that their preſent talk 
of Conſcience, gives xo certainty of what they intend to do. Where- 
fore "tis ſafer to refule then truſt them. RY 
+ Let me be taken ſtill to ſpeak with reverence to; eAntho- 
rity: and truly 1 ſhall further yet. ſubjeft .my Reafor to my Cha- 
rity ; if any man will but do me the kindneſſe to ſhew me on- 
ly one publick Preſident, whereever a Presiyterian Faition, in a 


conteſt for Power, and under ## neceſſity , kept faith with any 


party. -_ . 
*What were all Articles and Ties of Hoxoxr, more then Zul- 
ruſhes, when they could gain by breaking them? 


I have now only two or three Queſtions to ask, and I have 


done: TheFirſt an Old one, but not yet reſolved. 
1. Can there be any Salvation without Repentance : Or without 
Confeſſion, ard Reſtitution, can there be any true Repentance ? 
2, Why may not the'Presbyterians as well Swear to Maintain 
and to Obey Biſhops, as they Covenanted ze deſtroy them? And, 


why may they not as well be forc'd upon a penalty, ta take. a Lawtfull 


Oath, as they forc'd Others, upon the uttermoſt extremities, to take 


Unlawfull ones ? | 
3. Why may not Biſhops as well Silence Fresbyterians, as Pres- 
byterians Extirpate Biſhops ? 
But to conclude. The Sons of the Churchare abus'd';, and the 


Presbyterians complain. - + 7 


? 


The End, 


